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Days of Performanee. 



Sunday 14^ ol May 

Sunday 2Ij5. •» 

Thursday Ascension Day 25^ „ 

Sunday 

Monday Wbitiuonday oi Juno 

Sunday I Ij^ 

Sunday I8i!? 

Sunday 25^ 

Thursday St. Peter and St. PauJ 29* „ 

Sunday 2*^ of July 

Wednoaday 5^ 

Sunday 9* 

Wadnowlay * . . 12* ., 

Sunday 16* 

WedaaMlay • 19* 

Sunday 231 

Wednetdny 26j^ „ 

Sunday 30* 

Wedaeadaj 2^ of AacutI 

Sunday .*.*..«• 6* 

Wedootday . , . i 9* 

Sunday 13* 

Tuaaday (Aaaraptiou Day) 15* 

Sunday 20* 

Wednesday 231 

Sunday , * 27* „ 

Wadneaday 30^^* 

Sunday 31 ol Septambar 

Sunday 10* 

Sunday 17* •* 

Sunday 24* t* 



Should tka throng to ona of theaa daya of Patfonnanea, bo audi 

that the theatre is not largo enough| the Play will ba given on the 
ioUovring day in like manner. 

Duration of the Play d a> m* to 6 p. tn. 

Midday pauto 2 houta. 
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Preface. 

Terribly hard times had fallen on Oberammergau, 
when in the year 1633 the 12 Elders of the village 
wifli their whole Gommutilty made the solemn vow to 
represent the Passion of the Woild's Saviour every 10 yeai^ 

in grateful veneration of Him^ and for edifying meditation. 

For a century religious discords had separated all 
the nations^ for decades all places and streets resounded 
with war eries and the dashing of arms. Yet not 
enough: with the fuiy of war terrible cxmtagious diseases 

and plagues had also invaded all countries. The old text 
books of Oberammergau and the Chronicles of the not 
to be forgotten village Priest, the Ecdesiasticat Coundlfar 
Daisenberger tell us about it 

In the year 1633 sudi a contagious disease raged In 
the neigbouring districts of the ^Ammer** valley, chiefly 
in Partenicirchen, Eschenlohe and Kohlgrub that only few 
people survived. Although the valley of the ,,Ammei'' 
is separated by mountains from those places and all 
precautions were taken to guard against the terrible evil, 
yet it came thither unexpectedly. A workman of this place, 
called Caspar Schiessler, wanting to celebrate the feast 
of the Consecration of the Church with his family, came 
secretly over the mountains from Eschenlohe, where he 
had done field woric in the sununer, to his House, and 
brought the fatal disease with him. fief iSed the following 
day, and within three weeks 84 persons were victims to 
the same disease* In this general distress the community 
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sought help of the Almighty and made a solemn vow 
and behold: This trustful confidence was not confounded. 

Not anolher pemm died of the disease, though many 
lay fll of it In the followifig year 1634, In oider to fulfil 
flie vow, the Passion of Christ was played for the first 
thne, and from 16S0 it was performed every tenth year; and 
since then the Community of Oberammergau faithfully 
fulfilled the vow of their forefathers, notwithstooding: 
many difficulties and hindrances. 

Yes, many were the difftcusttes and hindrances that 
Oberammergau had to overcome In their regular perfor- 
mances. Sometimes the permission to play had to be 
fought for, alethought a particular privilege of the year 1781 
gave them salone the exclusive rights, tbr all times, to 
perform the Passkm Play. Floods bnokeout, and swept over 
the village, and swallowed up their meagyre earnings. In 
the year 1817 a great fire tookplace and the Passion music 
was consumed, so the composer, the teacher Rochus 
Dedler, had to composie it afresh. 

Dedaratioos of war, called performers and spectators 
away, and the troc^s overran the village. - These were 
real trials and visitations. But never was the carryingont 
of the vow so difficult for Oberammergau as it is this year! 

The Play should have taken place in the year 1920, 
but it was found to be unpossible. First the poUticat and 
ecoobmical situation had to be clearer, then new performers 
iiad to be chosen and educated to take the place of 
those sacrificed by the war. 67 sons of the village had 
lost their lives. I et us think of them with honour, and with 
them of the heroes of all places and nations, be they 
friends or former enemies. Many still suffer from the 
effects of their severe woundsf or illness. 

Even today not all wounds that the war caused are 
healed, neither for the individual nor for the nations, 
even today quiet and order have not been eyery where 
cslablisbed. When we resolved to .take vp Play 
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again we felt siill bound by our vow, notwithstanding^ 
the great difliculti^ of the situation, and ielt it like 
our forefathers; to be a holy duty of our etmcieiioefli 
and towards our home. Added to this^ pressure from 
outside foroesus more and more to come to a decision. 

For several years the inquiries about the renewal of the 
Passion Play have increased, the numerous Passion and 
Mysteries Plays that were performed jevery ten years, 
have multiplied^ though these had nothing to do with 
Oberammeigaii^ yet they prove that a real longing for 
Passion Plays existed, a longing for a spiritual revival, 
that Oberammergau could not observe with indifference. 
And so we set to work in hard times. We are often re- 
proached that the spirit of tiie vow isi extinet, and that tlie 
Play is a mere matter of qieculation., If that were so, we 
sfacMiM surely not have taken the important jstep of resuming 
the matter, which brings us uncertainty and which might 
he our ruin. We have brought many sacrifices for our 
object, the Community is striving* to produce the Play in 
a worthy manner, and to offer a pleasant home to their 
guests, but wie do not expect great profit or riches. We 
duig to our traditkm witft faithfuhicslf, in remembrancq 
of our foretatliers, and hope to be remembered in the 
same way. We do not commence our work with hopeless 
timidity but with the old love and enthusiasm of our 
forefatiiiers, to whose customs we wish to remain faithful. 
We approocb our woifc ag^ain with conUdeBtS6 in oar Ood, 
who always granted it a happy issue and made it 
a blessing for our village and its visitors, with oonfidencei 
in our old friends*, who remained faitliful to us during 
the present hard times and stood to us with help and 
advioe, trusting to the many ttKNisands, who tn their hearts 
are longing for tiieir Redeemer. The play bears the 
name: ,,The great sacrifice of reoonoBiation on Oolgotha.'^. 
So sur forefathers have christened it, so we also wish to 
have it understood and received. May it oontritiute to 
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reconcile every man to his God, to unite all schismatic 
Christian commun^ies, and to conciliate all hostilcl nations. 
And 90 \ire hid our guests heartily wdcome with the 
words of our sacred play : 

All be greeted 

That are united in love 

Around the Saviour^ 

To follow Him sonowmg 

To the grave, where He was fadd to rest. — 

Oberammergau 1922. 

The ciiixeni of Oherammcrgau. 
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Prelude. 

Enter Clionts and having taken-np poiltfoii, 
Um Chmgus (Leader of Choms) Intones and alnga: 

Bow ye down in Holy wonder 
By God's curse oppressed race; 
Peace to thee I From Zioa grace once more. 
Not forever tests His anger. 
The offended One. ^ His wrath b forever just! 
"I demand not'^ thus speaks ttie Lord« 
"The sinner^ s death! I will 
Forgive him, — he shall Uve 
My Son'a own bkx>d shall now atone for him/' 
Adoiationl praisel tears of joy to Thee, 
O Eternal 1 

FirstTableaii. 
fizpulsion from Paradise. 

Chorus: 

Mankind liom Eden'a Oiove is diiveni 
By sin benighted and fai dread of death 

His way imto the Tree of Life is barred. 
Where with flaming sword in hand the 

Cherubim keeps guard. 

Yet from afar, from Calvary's height 
A morning-gleam shines through the night; 
From out the Tree of Life there blow 
Breezes of Peaoe, thioughout the world. 

Ood of Mercy! Sinners to redeem. 
Who wickedly Thy tew have siooiiied. 
To taice the cunie from them, fliou giv'st 
Thine Only Son, e'en imlo death. 
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PROLOGUE. 

Weloome^ wdcome to all, uriiom here the tender love 
Of the Savioiir uaHiet^ taoumteg; to follow Hfan 
On His joumey of euffering 

To the place of His burial-rest. 

Who from far and fioni near^ all here have come toKlay 
They all fed themselves now jofaied hi brothecs love 

As disdples of one Lord 

Who haa suffered death for all 

Who gave Hhnself for us, with oompassioii and love 
Even to bitter death. To Him let tis lift up 

Our gaze, and our hearts too. 
With love unfeigned and gratitude. 

Up to Him let us lift all our thoughts and our souls, 
Pi«y with us^ yea with us pray, as the hour comes, 

When the debt of our sacred 

Vow we pay to the mpreme Ciod. 

Second Tableau. 
Adoration of the Cross. 

Eternal I hear thy children's stammering prayer. 
Hear too, the voioe of heart-fdt thankil 
Tb^, wlio at the sfacrifioe assemble. 
In hoty veneration woiriilp Thee. 

F<diow the Atoner now beside. 
Until He His rough and thorny path 
Hafli fully trod, and In ftereest strife 
Bleeding, fought for us, and gained release. 
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Part I. 

Prom Clirlsf • wfry Into JeniBalem to His trrcst In the Oarden ol 

OttlMtMse. 

I. Aet 

Hit CR^nce into Jerusalem. Amid tbe shouts and exultations o! tho 
^Pj?J *«y » Jl«™«^«>L tte money changers and those 

that boy and mH out of tlw lempla. — Tha r«tm tbe Bethaayr 

Chorus: 
Hail to Theel Hail! O David's Son! 
Hall to Thee! Hail! The Father*8f throne 

BdoBgv to Thee 
Who oomest in the name of Ood, 
Whom Israel onward throngs to meet. 

Thy praise we sing! 

Hosannat He Who now in Heaven dwells 
An gfaoknts blessings pour on Thee. 
Hosanna! He Who reigns above 
Preserve Thee for us evermore. 
Hail to Thee, etc. 

Blest be the realm and folk of David, 
Restored agafn unto their own! 
Ye nations, bless, praise and exalt 
The Son alike unto the Father. 
Haa to Thee, tic 

Hosanna to our kingly Son! 
Resoimd afar through all the air 
Hosanna! On the Father's throne 
Rejgn He In fullest majesty! 
Hall to Thee, etc. 

IL Seme* 

Christ What do I slee heie? Thus it th^ house of my 
Father diaiiooomdi Is this the house of Ood, or is it 
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a Market-place? Shall the strangers, who come from 
the lands of the Gentiles^ to adore Ood, offer their 
devotions among this crowd of money-changers? And 
ye Priests, Guardians of the Sanctuary! Ye look upon 
this abomination and suffer itl Woe unto you! He Who 
searches the heart knows wherefore ye tolerate and 
further ibis disoider. 

The Traders Wlio is this lAm? 

The People, It is fhe great Prophet from Nazareth 
in Galilee! 

Christ Away from this place, servants of mammon! I 
oommand yw, take what is) yours and leave thitf sacred 
placet 

Moses. Woe is me! I cannot endure his gaze! 

Ephraim. Let us go, that his wrath destroy us not. 

Josue. Why troublest thou these peopk? 

Sadok. How canst thou forbid them what the High 
Council allows? 

Ezekiel. All here is for sacrifice, as commanded by 
.the Lord. 

Booz. Can we offer no longer sacrifices? 

Christ. Without the temple there is room enough for 
your business. ''My house'% says the Lord, "shall be 
callekl lof all nations, the house of prayer*' — But ye have 
made it a den of tbieves; Away with all of these! 

Archelaus. This oonocms ihee not fhoudarestnotdoit 

Kore. My money] Ah my money! 

Da than. My doves! What shall 1 do! 

Abrion. i^y vessels of oil are overturned! Who will 
repay the Um? 

Christ. Away! I will that this profaned place shall be 
again restored to the worship of my Father. 

Sadoc Tell us^ by what authority doest thou these ihuigs? 

Am on. By what miracle showest thoii^ that thou hast 
autiionty to do these things? 
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Christ Thou demanded mirades? Yea^ one shall be 
given thee« Destroy (his temple^ and in three days I 
Mfffl raise it up. 

Rabbi. What boastful, insolent talk! 

Amon and EzekieL Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt fhou rear it iip in three 
days? 

The Children. Ho^anna to the Son of r>avid ! 

The People. Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord! 

Rabbi. Hearest thou, what these say? 

D a r i a b a s. Forbid them to do it! 

Christ. I say unto thee, if these should hold their 

peace, the stones would cry out. 
The Children. Hosanna to the Son of David! 

The Pharisees. Silence, you simple, foolish people! 

Christ. Have ye never read. Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings Thou hast ordained praise? What is hidden 
from the wise is revealed unto babes — And thus is 
the scripture fulfilled. The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of the comer. 
The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. But that 
stone whosoever shall fall on it shall be broken, but on 
whomsoever it shall fail, it will grind him to powder. 
Come, my disciples, I have done what my Father 
commanded me to do)^ I have defended the honour of His 
house. Darkness remains darkness, but in many hearts 
the Light win soon come — Let us go into the 
innercourt of the temple and pray unto the Father. 

People and Children. Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Pharisees. Will ye be silent, ye worthless ones! 

Children and People. Blessed is He that cometh iti 
the name of the Lord — Hosanna in the highest. 

Ozlel. Ye shall all go to destruction with Him! 

Children and People. Blessed be the Kingdom of 
David which has come again. 
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Ill* Scene. 



Nathan a el. Those who hold to our fathers, Abraham 
Isaac and Jacob, stand by us — Upon all othen the 
curee, the curse of Moses! 

The People. Why did ye not seize Him b He 
not a Prophet? 

PtoIomaeusL Away with audi a Prophet! 

Arch el a us. He is a false teacher! An enemy of Moses 1 
An enemy of the Law of our fathers! 

Nathanael. Ye blind people! What, ye will follow 
this innovator, the despise r of our holy rites? Will you 
forsake Moses and the Prophets and your Priests! Do 
you not fear to be cnisbed by the curse that has been 
pronounced against the faithless? — This will be poured 
out upon you and your children if you go after thisf 
Seducer and do not follow your Teachers and Priests. 
Children of Israel! Will you cease to be Gods chosen 
people? 

The People. We do not wish that — Far from it that 
we should forsake Moses and the Prophets! 

Nathanael. NX^ho is authorized to proclaim Ood*s laws? 
Are not the Priests the authorized, established teachers 
of the Law? To whom is commit ed the charge of watch* 
ing over the purity of the doctme? Is it not the holy 
Sanhedrim of the people of Israel? To whom shoidd 
you listen, to us or to this man who, with arrogant 
pretension, proclaims himself the founder of a new law? 

The People. We listen to you, we follow you. 

Sadok. The Ood of our fathers will bless you for this. 

Nathanael Away then. This man full of deceit and 

false doctrine must perish. 

The People. Yes^ yes, we will stand by you, Moses 
t§ our Prophet 
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IV. Scene. 

Tradert. This affront will not femak impunisiied - — 
Come, revenge, revengel 

Da than. He ^all dearly pay for his audacity! 
Priests and Pharisees. Ha! revenge! 
Prists and Pharisees. Hal revenge! 
Booz. Money, oil, salt, doves — he must pay for ail! 
The Traders. Where Is he? We will be revenged upon 
hinu 

Joshue. He has gone away. 1 

Abrion. We will follow him. 

Traders. He will not escape our vengeance! 

NathanaeL Stay frienda. The foUowing of this man 
ia at present 'too huge. There might be a dangerous 
encounter which the blood thirsty Romans would bring 
to an end by the uste of their swords. Trust us! Leave 
all to out guidance. This transgressor will be sure to 
receive the punishment which he merits. 

Priests and Pharisees. With us and for us^^that 
is your only safety. 

Sado& His fall is near. 

AIL And near our victory! 

Traders and People. With you, for you, we will 
take him by force! 

NathanaeL We will go at once to the Sanhedrim to 
make known what ha« taken pbioe to-day. 

Traders. We will go with you — We will have satis- 
faction! 

NathanaeL Come in an hour to the Entrance-court of 
the High Priests. I wiU bring your complaint before 
tbe Counoil and plead it earnestly. At the right hour I 
will call y<m. 

Traders and People. Moses is our Prophet — our 
Law-giver! Away with aU others. For the Law of 
Moaes we will die! Prm^ be to our fathers! Praise 
be to our fathers' OodI 
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lU Act. 

Tlie Piot 0f the High CoundU 
PROLOGUE. 

Up from nethermost hell, now all the spirits come forth, 
Whieh from Creationist dawn stubbornly have rebdled. 

And for ever have discord 

Sowed agalnflt the Divine. 

Not the ties of t)(lood, nor the Covenant of the Creator, 
Is to the boundless hate still sacred, that this fiend Idndles; 

To turn tiie faith of mankind — 

Turn brother against brother. 

Thus it rears-up itself, e'en in the priestly band; 
Arrogant human might strivuig 'gainst Christ the Lord 

And they bUndly believe that 

They are fulfilling Ood'si law. 

See Him, ready to drink, drink from the cup of sorrow I 
For now the serpentbrood, leagued by the k»ve of gain. 

Seek with envy and spite 

To biing Him to speedy nAi. 

First Tablau: 
The Sons of Jacob conspire against Joseph. 
Chorus: 

The sinful wretches now are gone — 

In full light the hideous shape unckMked — 

The mask of virtue from sui's features torn. 

On crime and malice bent, 

"Up, let us think on vengeance", wild they cry; 
"L^ US begin the lonjg determined plof 

Open Thy sanctuary to us, O Lord; 
Old times present to us deceiver's plans: 
As 'gainst Joseph did Jacob's sons conspire 
So shall ye of this fiendish brood. 

Full soon for Jesus' death and blood 
The fierce, revengeful outciy hear 



See there, the dreamer comet: 

"Does it behove him'*, loud they cry 
*To rule us as a King?** 
Away with this fanatici 

''Hal there in that deep pit 
May he his plan mifotd.** 
Thus for the Just-One's Mood 
Thirsteth that murderous horde. 

"He is/' they cry, "against us; 
Our honour is at stake; 
To him all are devoted^ 
They follow ua no more. 

Come and let us slay him; 
None are here to save; 
Let us all insist upon it, 
Joseph must not live," 

O Ood, destroy this evil band. 
Who asfalnst Thee now rise up. 

And to murderous league, in scorn 
Of Thine only Son, swear faith. 
Almighty, let on them Thy terror fall. 
Let Thy righteous anger bum. 
Take vengeance on the culprits all^ 
Strike them down into the dust! 

No! never came He to destroy 
From the Father's Majesty. 
Sinners shall through Him inherit 
Pardon, grace and endless joy* 

Humbly then we here adore 

The great plan of Thy dear love. 

We Thy children, O our Ood. 



- 22 — 

Tkt Higli Prieitt and Scribes take counsel toselfaer llow they may set 

Jesus into thtir power. 

L Scene* 

C a i a p h a s. Worthy Priests! Fathers and T€achers of 
the people! An extraordinaxy event is the cause of this 
extraordinary meeting to-day. Hear it, from the mouth 
of our wise and worthy Brother. 

Nathanael. Am I permitted^ wise fathers, to speak firet? 

Ezekiel and Joshue. Speak, worthy PriestI 

NathanaeL* You wiO not be astonished fatiiers, that 
you have been called into Coundl at this late hour, 

since it is too well known to each of you, weighing' 
heavily upon the heart of each, — the shame that we have 
this day witnessed with our own eyes. You have seen 
the triumphant entry of this Galilean into the streets 
of our Holy City. You have heard the Hosannas of 
the infatuated people. You have heard, and some have 
witnessed, how this man usurped the dignity of the High 
Priests, and had the effrontery to ruJe as master in 
flie boly Tempte of Jehovah. — What is lacking to the 
entire overthrow of all our national customn and ecde^. 
•iastical itles? One step further, and the hdy Law, given 
by Ood to Moses; is put askle by the heresy of this 
deceiver. The statutes of our fathers are despised. The 
fasts and cleanslngs are abolished, the Sabbath profa- 
ned, God's Priests divested of their office, and the holy 
nacrifioe at an eiidL That will oomet 

AIL True, unforlunalely most tniel 

Caiaphas. Yes, and more also. Encouraged by the suc- 
cess of his ambitious plans, this man will declare himself 
Khig of Israeli Then there will be disconi In the hmd, 
and rebeliioa agamst the Romans; and these will not 
dday to eome iriHt their armies to destroy our people 
end our Land Woe to flie Chikben of larad! Woe 
to the Holy Olyl Woe to the Temple of the Loidl lf 
llris evil Is not stopped wtifle theiei Is yet time. But 
let us hasten. The responslbflity rests with us« friends 
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and brethren, with us, the Guardians of Sion. To-day 
we must take a firm leaolutloii, and carry it out without 
delay and without awerving.^Are you In favour of this? 

All. Yes, we arc! — 

A mi el. A barrier must be placed against the acts of 
this seducer of the people. 

Caiaphas. Tell ua plainly your opinion, how this can 
be adSompHshed 

Rabbi Archelaus. If I am permitted to express my *\ 
opinion openly, I must admit, that we are partly to 
blame that this has gone so far — we — by our fore- 
bea ranee and indecision. — Too mild meaflures were 
taken against this threatening evil. 

What did we win by our discussions with him — of 
what use was it that we entangled him with questions, 
that we proved his transgressions from the doctrines of 
the fathers, his vioktions of the Law? — yes of what 
use even was the anathema pronounced against all those 
who recognizes him as the Messiah?-* worthless trouble f 
They turn from us! The world is gone after Him! TWs 
is the result of our half-measures — if we are to be rid 
of this Gahlean, something must be done at oncej which 
should have been done long ago! 

We must seize him and imprison him. This is the 
only way to destroy his power. 

A 1 L Yes, tills must be done we are all of one opinion. 

Sadok. If he is once in a cell, withdrawn from sight, 
this credulous people will no longer be taken in by 
his prepossessing presence and the charm of his dis- 
course; they will gape at no more miracles, — he will 
soon be forgotten and we shall breathe freely again, 

Salomo. In prison darkness he can let his light shine, 
and to the bare walls declare himself the Messiah sent 
by God to defy the Priesthood with insulting words. 

OzieL Long enough has he misled the people and turned 
them against the laws of our forefather^ tong enoi^h 
he has hisulled our greatest teachers, has denounoed 
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our pious ceremonies as vain show; the strict virtue 
of the holy order of the Pharisees he has branded as 
hypocrisy. Let him suffer in diains for his contempt 
of the holy teadiers and Priesthood 

P t o I o m a y. That will make a strong Impression upon 
his followers, and will cool their enthusiasm, when he, 
who proclaimed their freedom, lies in fetters, 

Annas. Now, venerable Priests and teachers, a gleam 
of comfort and joy shines in my hearty that I behold 
your mianimoits resolution. — Ah, an unutterable sorrow 
weighed upon my soul at the onward progress of the 
heresy of this Oalilean. By my grey hairs, should I 
h've to see the destruction of our holy laws! But now 
I do not despair! The God of our fathers still lives and 
Is with us. When you, fathers of the people, taking 
courage boldly intervene, standing firmly together, steadily 
following this one purpose, our safety is near. Take 
courage then, and be the deliverers of Israel. Undying 
fame will be your reward. 

All. We are all agreed. 

Oerson. The faith of our fatiiers shall not perish. 
Oziel. Israel must be saved! 

Caiaphas. All honour to your unanimous resolution, 
worthy Brethren. Now let us take counsel how wd can 
most surely get this impostor Into our power. 

Rabinth. To take him now, during the feast, would be 
hazardous. Who would dare do seize hira in the temple 
or in the public street, sorrounded as he is by a crowd 
which he has inspired with enthusiasm? And at this time, 
when the infatuation of thousands of people has reached 
the highest point We might ourselves bring-about the 
uprising of the people, which we wish to prevent. 

Ezekiel. Yet it !rnust be done at once. Thisi matter ad- 
mits no delay. Shall we sit ttill, waiting until after the 
feast? What If, during the feast, he should raise a 
tumult among the people. It might so happen thall after 
the feast we should find ourselves in the placd that we 
had destined for him. 
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Salome and Saras. No iarryingr! No delay! 

Josue. We dare not seize him openly now. We must 
take him by stibtility, and secretly. One could spy out 
where he passes the night. There our men could fall 
upoa him, and without being seen, imprison him where 
he never again should see the light of day. 

NathaaiaeL Some one can easily be found to trace the 
fox to his hole if the Sanhedrim see fit to offer a sui- 
table reward. 

Ail. We are all of one mind. 

NathanaeL Without doubt exceUent service might be 
rendered^ as informers, by the men whom the Oafitean 
humiliated befdre all the people to-day by drfvbig them 
witfi a scourge, from fhe temple. 

They have always been strict observers of the law. 
Now they thirst to be revenged on this man for hist 
unheard-of encroachment upon their privileges, and ^or 
his shameless treatment of them. 

Annas. Where are they to be found? It is most desirable 
to make an agreement with them. 

Nathanael. They are already in the outer court. They 
informed me immediately after the event that they would 
enter a complaint before the Sanhedrim. I promised 
them to plead their cause before the Holy Sanhedrim. 

Caiaphas. Worthy Priest, notify them that tiie High 
Council will hear their oomplamt Let them enter, 

NathanaeL It will be a joy to them and useful to us. 

II. Scene. 

Caiaphas. The Ood of our fathers has not yet with- 
drawa his hand from vol Moses still watches over us. 
if we can succeed in gathenng only a small group of 
moi from flie people, who will stand fast by us, I 
shall no longer fear. Friends and BroAiersi Let us be 
of good courage! Our fathers look down iq>on usi from 
Abraham's bosom. 

Ezei^iel and Joaue. God bless our High Piiestsl 
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III. Scene. 

Natlimiia^L High Priests and chosen teachen! Tbese 
men^ worthy of our blessinsf, appear before HUb assem- 
bly^ to make oomphdnt against the well-known Jesus 

of Nazareth, who insulted them to-day in the Temple' in 
the most imheaid-of manner, and iias done them great 
harm. 

Da than. We pray the High Council to see that we get 
satisfactioD. . 

Cphraim. The High Coundl shouM grant our demands. 

Samuel You shall receive satisfaction. 

The Pharisees; We promise it to you. 

Ko re Did not the entire Council permit us to sell in the 
court of the temple all things required for sacrifices? 

S a d o c Yea, that we did. Woe to those who disturb you 
in this rightl 

Booz. And this Oalikan has driven uSp driven us out 
with a scourge! 

A b r 1 o n. And he overthrew the table of money and set 
free the doves! * 

Traders. We demand satisfadiott. 

Caiaphas. The law decrees that you iiave satisfactioa. 
Your kMS will be made good to you from the Temple* 
treasury. But that this offender may be duly punMied 

we shall require your aid. What can we do, &o long 
as he is not in our power? 

Es ron. He comes daily into the Temple. There It would 
be easy to arrest him sad canry Um off. 

Caiaphas. Thii^ will not do. You know he has a Large 
following of excited people and there might be a dan- 
gerous uproar among them. — He ihouki be brought 
secretly into our power. 

Booz. This would be done most essUy aft nigiit 

Caiaphas. If you could discover where he withdraws 
for tlie nighti he oouM soon be secretly brought into 
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our hands. Then you would not only have the joy of 
sedng him punished for the harm he has done you> 
but yott will itceivic) a just reward. 

Nathanael. Yes, and you will render a great service 
to the Holy Law of Moses if you assist in putting down 
this enemy of the law. 

TradetjS. Wie will not fail to do It 

Ephrajm. W€ will spare no pafna to discover his nightly 
abiding-place. 

D a t h a n. I know one of his followers through whom I 
could Icam hisi whereabouts if I oouki offer 9ibn; a siuitable 
reSvard. 

Caiaphas. When you find him, make all the necessary 
promises in our name; but lose not a moment^ so that 
before the great feast our end may be attained. 

Annas. Observe the deepest silence. 

The Traders. This we pledge you. 

Caiaphas. And if, my good men, you would have your 
desire for revenge thoroughly satisfied, spare no pains 
to influence many others with the fervent zeal that 
bums in you. 

Cphraijm. Since the occurence we have not lost a mo* 
ment and have already gained many of our friends and 
relations to our side. 

Moses. And we will never rest until we have incited 

the whole people against him. 
Annas. Thereby you will receive the thanks of the High 
Council. 

C a i a p h a s. Publicly you will then be honoured before 
all the people, as you were publicly humiliated by this 

arrogant man. 

Kore. We will give our lives for the Lawt of Moses and 

for the Holy Sanhedrim! 
Caiaphas. Then may the Ood of Abraham guide you 

and bless alt your steps. 
Traders. Long Uve Moses! Long live the High Priest 

and the Sanhedrim! 
Kore. To-day the Galilean may end his role. 
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IV. Scene. 

Caiaphas. As though strengthened by sweet sleep, I 
live again. With such men as these we can accomplish 
our purpose. Now we shall see who will triumph. He 
with his followers, to whom without ceasing he preached 
love — a love that included publicans and sinners, and 
even the Gentiles — or this multitude of people that we 
are letting loose upoa.hiiii, filled with revenge and hate. 
On which side victory will rest there can bci no doubt. 

Annas. This Victoiy will be vouchsafed us by the God of 
our fatherel In my old age I could almost leap/ for joy! 

Caiaphas. Let us disperse, comforted by the expectation 
of speedy Victory. Praised be our fathers! 

All. Praised be the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob! 

♦ 

III. Act. 

The Parting at Bethany. 

PROLOGUE 

He who with steady vision looks through the veil of the 
Future, sees now nearing the lowering tempest 
Which yet gathers threatening to burst with vengeance 
Upon His head. 

Tarrying still in the midst of His own loved circle. 
To these dear friends He hath spoken the word of parting; 
A word, alas! that deeply the loving mother's 
Soul has wounded. 

See how full of sorrow Tobias' mother 
Gazing still on the son of her heart departing. 
And in streaming tears, pours out her sorrow 
And tenderest love. 

Even so weeps the mother of God's best Beloved, 
When ^e beholds her loved, her divine Son going 
With resolute step to His late, to wipe out by His death 
The sins of mankind. 
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First Tableau: * 
The deiiartiire of Tobias from Us home. 
Chorus: 

What a bitter grief, O friends'. 
Agonized the mother's heart. 
As, guided by Raphael's hand, 
Tobias ^ at his father's word. 
Hastened to a foreign land! 

With a thousand woes and sighs. 
Oft on her beloved she calls: 
*'Come, O come and tarry not. 
Light and comfort of my soul, 
Happy^ soon, return again! 

O ToUas, dearest one! 

Haste thee to mine arms again, 

Tobias, son! with thee alone 
Can my heart again content 
Joy in fairest happiness. 

Comfortless she now laments. 
Never of esdstence glad 
'Till a bright and blissful hour 
To his mother's breast once more 
Her beloved son shall bring." 

PROLOGUE. 

See the bride in the Song of Solomon lamenting; 
She weeps, she laments for the missing bridegroom. 
She weeps and searches and has no repose *till she 
Find the object of her affections. 

More tranquil the pain in the soul of Alary. 

Her heart is; Indeed, pierced ^s with a sword, 

But she bears the wound with pious resignation, and 

Never loses her trust in God. 



Digitized by Google 



- 30 - 

Second Tableau: 
TJte lamenting bride of tJie caatides with tight daughtera off JeruMl«iii. 
Solo: 

Whither is he gooe^ O whither? 
Fairest of the sons of men! 
Ah, mine eyes nm o'er with weeping 
Tears of tender love for him. 

Come, O come, return again! 
See mjr ever-flowing teanf: 
VGliat, belov'd! dost thou dehy 
To Ay dear heart to dasp me? 

Everywhere i loolc for thee. 
Seek for thee in every plaoe. 
With the sun's first ray of light 

Hastes my heart to meet thy steps. 

Ah! what feel II my beloved! 
With what anguish breaks my heart! 

Chorus of Daughters of Jerusalem: 
Beloved companion, comfort take! 
Thy own again will come to thee. 

O wait;' dear maid, he quickly comes, 
And claq>s thee to his heart again: — 
No cloud can ever darken more 
The bliss of that re-union. 

Both Choruses: 
O come into mbie arms, O come! 
And dasp me to thy heart again; 
And no cloud ever darken more 
The bliss of that re-union. 



Christ at Bethany. The anointment by Mary-Magdaiena. whereat Judas 
muriiivs, Christ takes leave off His Mother and ffrlenda at Bethany. 

I. Scene. 

Christ. Ye know, my beloved disciples that after two 
days is the feast of the Passover. Now let us visit for 
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the last time our fnends tn Bethany and from tbere go 
tip to Jenisalem^ and all things that are written by &e 
Pfofbi^ coBoeniiiig the Son of Man riiall be aooompUihed 

Philip. Is the happy day really near at hand, when the 
Kingdom of Israel will be re-established? 

Christ. The Son of Man shall be delivered unto the 
Oenttles and fhaU be mocked and spitefully treated 
and q)ltted t)pon; and they shall scourge Him and put 
Him to death; and the tiiiid day he shall rise again. 

J o h Ou Master what dark and fearful words thou speakest 
to us — How can we understand them — Explain them 
tQ ual 

Christ. The hour is come that the Son of Man must 
be glorified* Verily, verily, I say unto you exeept a 
com of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abUeth 
alone, but, if it die^ it iMrlngeth forth much fruit. Now 
is the judgment of this world: Now shall the Prince 
of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw aU men unto me. 

Thaddieasu Wfiat does He mean by this? 

Simon. Why does He liken Himself to a grain of oom? 

Andrew; Loidl Thon speakest at the same time of bu< 
mSialioii and glorification, of death and riaing-again, of 
sliame and victory. I cannot in my own mind unite 
all these. 

Ch riat What now is daric as night to you, wBI bci made 
as dear as day. I have told yoy this that you may 
not de^udr, whatever may oome to psttL BeHsve and 
Impe! Vbeii the tribulation is pa«ed, then you will 
tee and understand. 

Thomas. Masterl I cannot comprehend what you say 
of suffering and death. Have we not heard through ttie 
Prophets that the Messiah will renuia foiever? Thoi|p 
that can raise the dead, wiK not die! 

And what can tUna enemies do to Thee? A word 
from Thee and alT are destroyed. 
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Christ Tbooiiftl Fray for the couaidi of Ood, for that 
whidi you canat not fathom. For yet a littlei while the 
Ught ia with yoiL Walk while ye have flie Uf^td, kst 
flie darkneaa overtake you. 

All. Lord! abide with usl Without Thee we are; as sheep 
without a shepherd 

11. Scene. 

Simon. Best of teadiers! Welcome! What joy that you 
have not despised my bidding but honour my house 
with your visit. — My friends, I greet you aUI 

Christ. Simon! For the last time I can enjoy your 
hospitality with my disciples. 

Simon. Lord! say not sol Oft may the tranquil Bethany 
shelter Thee from the cares of Hfe. 

Christ. Behold 1 our friend Lazarus! 

Lazarus, Lord ! conqueror of death! Uf e-gi ver ! I see 
Thee once agami I hear the voice that calted me from 

the grave. — 

Magdalen a. Master! 

Martha. Master, welcome! 

Christ. Qod'a blessing rest upon you! 

Martha. Wilt Thou, Master, vouchsafe to me the hap- 
piness of serving Theel 

Magdalen*^ Thou wilt not de;^is^ my of feiing; of love 
and thankfulness? 

Christ. Do, good souls, what you purpose to do. 

Simon. Best of teachers! Tarry not to enter under my 
roof and to refresh Thysdt Thou and Thy disdple% 
with meat and drink. Come ye also^ my friends. 

IIL Scene* i 

Christ. Peace be upon this house! 
Disciples. And aU that dwell therein. 
Simon. Lord, all is prepared. Seat Thyself then at table 
together with Thy disciples. 
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Christ Let us then, beloved disciples, accept thankfully 
the gifts that the heavenly Father hath bestowed upon 
us through Simon His servant. 

Ah Jerusalem! would tiiat my coming were as wel- 
come to thee as to these, my friends! But thou art 
stricken with blindness! 

Lazarus* Yes, best of Masters, the scribes and Phari- 
sees are watching eageriy, if Thou wilt come for the 
great feast, to Jerusalem, and are planning Thy de- 
struction. 

Simon. Oh stay here! here is safety. 

Peter. Lord! it is good to be here. Stay here iin the 
quiet retirement of this house, served by those who truly 
love Thee, until the threatening storm is overpast. 

Christ Away from me, tempter I Thou savourest not of 
the things that be of Ood, but the things that be of 
men. Can the reaper rest in the shade when the harvest 

is ripe? The son of Man, came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to lay down hisl life a ransom 
for many. 

Judas. But master, if thou layest down thy life, what 
will become of us? 

The Disciples. Ahl then all our hopes are destroyed! 

Christ. Be comforted! I have power to lay down my 
life and I have power to take it up a^ain. This com- 
mandment 1 have received from my father. 

Magdalen a. (With the box of precious ointment.) 
Master! 

Christ. Mary! 

Thomas. What an exquisite fragrance! 

Bartholomew. It lai the pure, precious spOcenard. 

Thaddeus. Never before was such an honour shown 
to our master. 

Judas. Why this waste! The money might have been 
better spent 

Thomas. So it appears to me. 

3 
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Christ. What do you say among yourselves? Why blame 
her for what she did out of gratitude and tova. I 

Judas. To pour out this costly ointment! what waste!, 

Christ Friend Judas! look at me! This on m€, thy! 
Master^ waste 1 | 

Judas. But. Master! I know that thou lovest not use-l 

less expenditure. This ointment aught have been sold 

for much and given to the poor. ' 

Christ Judas, thy hand upon thy heart! Art thou moved; 
only by pity for the poor? 

Judas. It might have been sold for three hundred pence! 
— What a loss for the poor and for usi 

Christ. The poor ye have always with you, but me, ye 
have not always. Let her alone, she has wrought a good 
work upon me. She is come beforehand to anoint my 
body to the burying. Verily I say unto you wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world,, 
this also that she hath done shall be spoken of, for a 
memorial of her. Let us arise. Thanks to thee, kind; 
man for thy hospitality. The Father will reward thee!' 

Simon. Speak not of thanks, good Master. I know and 
will ever remember all that I owe to Thee. 

Christ. It is time to go from hence. Ye dwellers of , 
this hospitable liome, fare ye well! My disciples, fol*' 
low me! 

Peter. Lord, wherever Thou wilt, but not to Jerusalem ! 

Christ. I go where my Father calls me. Peter, if it, 
pleases thee to remain here, thou canst! 

Peter. My Lord and Master! Where thou stayest, I will 
stay; where thou goest there will I go also. 

Christ. Then come! 

^ 

IV. Scene. 

Christ. Remain here, dear friends. Once more farewell! 
Dear tranquil Bethany! Nevermore shall I linger in your 
peaceful valley. 
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Simon. Dearest masterl wilt Thou really depart from 
here? 

Magdalen a. Ah, I have forbodinga of fearful things! 
Friend of my soul! My heart, my he^rt cannot part 

from Thee! 

Christ. Arise, Mary! The niG:ht is coming, and the storms 
of winter are near and boisterous! But! — be comforted! 
in the dawn of the morning, in the garden of spring 
thou shaft see me again. 

Lazarus. Oh my friend, my benefactor! 

Martha. Thou comfort and joy of my heart! Ah! thou 
goest, never to return? 

Christ It is my Father's will. Beloved! where I am, 
I carry you in my heart, and where ye are my blessing 

will be with you. Farewell! 

V. Scene* 

Mary. Jesus, my beloved son! with tender yearning I 
hastened with my friends to see Thee once before Thou 
goest away, aht 

Christ. Mother, I am on the way to Jerusalem. 

Mary. To Jerusalem! There is the temple of Jehovah, 
where once I carried Thee in my arms to offer Thee 
to the Lord. 

Christ. Mother, the time has come when the will of the 
Father must be fuIfiUed and I must offer myself. I am 
prepared for the sacrifice which the Father requires 

of me. } 

Mary. Ah ! I foresee what tihs sacrifice will be. 

Mary Magdalen H. Oh dearest mother! How greatly 
we wished to keep the best of Masters with us. 

Simon. But His resolution is firm. 

Christ. My hour is come. 

Diacijpleb. Then pray to the Father that He will let 
It pass by. 

3* 
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The women. The Father will hear Thee, as always. 

Chrjst My soul b troubled; and what shall I say: 
Father! save me from this hour? But for this hour 

came I into the world. 

Mary. O Simeon! Simeon! venerable man? Now will be 
fulfilled what once thou didst prophesy to me: A sword 
shall pierce tiiine own soul also. 

Christ Mother, the will of the Father has ever bees 
sacred to thee. 

Mary. And ever will be. I am the handmaid of the 
Lord. What He requires of me, that will I bear with 
patience. But one thing, my Son, one thing 1 beg of Thee. 

Christ What requirest thou, my Mother. 

.Mary. That I may go with Thee into the fierce struggle 

of suffering, that I may go even to death with Thee. 

John, What love! 

Christ Thou wilt, dear mother, suffer with me; thou 
wilt combat with me my death-oombat, and with me 
shalt thou celebrate the Victory. Therefore, be com- 
forted. 

Mary. O God! give me strength that my heart may not 
brealc. 

The women. Ah! best of mothers, our tears fall with 
thine. 

M a r y. Then, my beloved Son, I go with Thee to Jeru- 
salem. 

The women. Dear mother, we will go with thee. 

Christ Thou mayest go hither, but rest now with 
our friends from Bethany 1 commend to' thee, faithful 
friends, my beloved mother and the companions with her. 

Simon. Oh ! Thou leavest to us the sweetest pledge of 
Thy love. 

Magdalena. After Thee, none is dearer than Thy 
mother 

Lazarus. If only Thou, beloved master! couldst remain 
here also. ! 
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3 h r i s t. Comfort ye one another. After two days ye may 
set out together on the way towards Jerusalem, to be 
present on the great day of the feast 

vl ary. As Thou wilt, my son. 

o m e n. Ah how sadly for us the hours wilt pass when 
Thou art far from us! 

3 h r i s t. Mother, mother ! for the tender love and mater- 
nal care with which, for three and thirty years, thou hast 
surrounded me, receive the ardent thanks of thy Son. 
The Father calls me. Farewell, beloved mother! 

Vlary. My son, where shall I see thee again? 

Christ. There, dear mother, where the Scriptures will 
be fulfilled: He was led as a lamb to the shughter, 
and he opened not his mouth. 

Mary. Ah Ood ^ Jesus my son! — Thy mother! 

A. 11 the Women. Oh ^dearest mother! 

Disciples. Ah what calamity awaits us all. 

Christ. Do not surrender in the first combat. Stand 
fast by me. 

Disciplejs. Yea, Master, fast by Thee — with Thee, and 
for Thee. 

TheWomenandLazarus. Oh our beloved Teacher! 

Simon. The blessing of my house! Come now beloved 
mother, vouchsafe also to enter into my house. 

iVIagdalena. Oh what a privilege we esteem it. 

Martha. To have the mother of our Lord with us! 

Lazarus. Ye too, beloved, come to us. Our sorrow 
and tears we will mingle together. 

All Ah would that the beloved Teacher might return. 
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IV. Act 

Tht last lowmtf to fenitaleiit. 

' PROLOGUE. 

People of Ood, behold, thy Saviour is near at hand I 

The long^-promised One is come. Is come at last to thee. 
Oh hear Him, follow His leading, 
Blessing and life unto you he is bringing. 

But blind and deaf remains vain Jerusalem, 
Thrusting away the hand lovingly held out to her. 

Therefore the Highest from her His face has turned — 
So leaves her to sink down to destruction. 

Queen Vashti once disdaining to attend the royal feast, 
Enraged tiiere by the king who swore to lianish her 

From his presence and to clioose a 

.Gentler soul for his consort. 

Thus too will the synagogue also be thrust away^ 
From her will the kingdom of Go|d be taken and intmated 

Unto another people who 

Shall bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Tableau. . 
Vashti rejected and Esther ehosen Queen. 
Chorus: 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, awake! 
And know what yet bclongeth to thy peace: 
But waverest thou ■— the time of vengeance comes 
Unhappy one I with awful blow it strikes. 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 

Return thee to thy Oodl 
Scorn not, with evil mockery. 

The warning call of grace; 
That not, unhappy one, on thee 
In measure full ood diy be poured 

The anger of our God most High! 
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But ah, — alas! the prophet-murd'ress, ; 
With evil mind she rushes on. i 

Therefore, thus saith the Lord, 

This people 1 will have no more. 

Sec Vashti — see the proud one is cast out! 
Showing God's purpose for the SynagojTuc. 
- "Remove thcc now from off my throne, 
Proud Queen I deserving not the crown/' 

Thus Ahasverus speidcs In wrath. 
"Thine, fairest Esther, thine it is 
This day beside the King to reign. 

Here chosen for the royal throne/' 

'^The time of grace hath pass'd away; 
I will cast out this proud nation, 

Evra as I live/' thus saith the Lord. 

better people I will choose — 
Espoused to me for evermore. 

As Ahasverus Esther chose/' 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
Ye sinners! hear the word of Ood. 

Even still would ye find grace. 
Destroy from out your inmost hearts 
The leaven of your sins. 

Cbri^t goes with bis disciples towards jenisalem. He weeps over the 
cily* Scads two of his disciples to prepare the Passover^laoih. Jadas 

meditates on th| betrayal of bis Master. 

I. Scene. 

John. Master! see wiiat a magnificent view of Jenisalem, 
from tUs pomt! 

i^atthew. And the majestic temple! What stones 
what a stately building! 

Christ. Jerusalem! Jerusalem! If thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! But now they are hid from 
thhie eyes, ) 
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Peter. Master? wherefore art thou so sorrowful? 

Christ. Ah Peterl the fate of this uafortunate city goes 
to my heart. 

John/ Master! tell us what will be this fate? ! 

Christ. The day shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even 
with the ground, and thy children within thee; and the)| 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another. 

Andrew. But why will ihisi sad fate come upon the city?! 

Christ. Because she knew not the day of her visitation. 
Ah! the murderess of the prophets will even put the 
Messiah to death! 

AIL What a dreadful deedl 

J a mes. God forbid that the city of Ood should be char- 
gfed with this cursel 

John. Oh! dear Master! for the sake of the? Holy City; 
for the sake of the tempie of Jehovah, I pray Thee go 
not thither — so that the opportunity may not be given to 
evil-doers to fulfil this most dreadful calamityl 

Peter. Or go thither and reveal Thyself hi Thy glory, 
that the good may rejoice and the evil-doersi tremble.: 

All. Yes, do sol ' # 

Philip. Crush down Thine enemies! , 

All. And establish the kingdom of Ood among meni 

Christ. Children! what ye desire will be accomplished in 
due time. But my ways are ordered by myf Father; and 
thus is it spoken by the Lord: My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor your ways my ways. Peterl 

Peter. What wilt thou. Lord? 

Christ. To-day is the first day of unleavened bread, on 
which the law commands that the passover be kept* Ye 

two, thou and John, go before and prepare the! Caster- 
lamb that we may cat it this night. I 
Peter and John. Where wilt thou. Lord, that we 
prepare? 
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Christ. When ye have entered into the city, there shall 
a man meet you, bearing" a pitcher of water, follow him 
into the house where he eiitereth-in, and ye shall say 
to the good-man of the house: The Master saith unto 
thee: Where is the guest-chamber where I shall eat the 
passover with my disciples? And he shall shew you a 
large upper-room lumi^ed; there make ready. 

Peter and John. Thy blessing, dearest master! 

Christ. God's blessing be upon you. 

II. Scene. 

Christ. Follow ye me for the last time into my Fathers 
house. To-day go ye with me. To morrow — 

Judas. But Master, permit me: If you will really leave us, 
make some provision for our future. See this, there is 
scarcely enough for one day more. 

Christ. Judas, be not more troubled than is necessary. 

Judas. What a good thing it would be if we had the 
value, uselessly wasted, upon that precious ointment! 
Three hundred pence! How long we might have lived 
on this without anxiety. 

Christ. Ye have never lacked anything, and believe ye 
never will lack. 

Judas. But master, when Thou art no longer with us, 
friends will desiert us and then. — 

Christ. Friend Judas, beware that the tempter does not 
overcome theel 

All. Judas?, do not trouble the Master. 

Judas. Who will provide, if I do not? Have I not 
charge of the money bag, by order of the Master? 

Christ. Thou hast, but I fear, — 

Judas. And I tear too, that it will soon be empty and 
remain empty. 

Christ. Judas, forget not my warning! Now let usf go. 
I desire to go into the hou$e of my Father. 
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' III. Scene. 

J uda& Shall 1 follow Him? 1 have no looguig to do ea 
The beating of the Master is inexplicable. His great 
deeds led us to hope that He would reestablish tiie 
Kingdom of Israel But it will never be. He does not 

grasp the opportunity when it is offered to Him. And 
He speaks continually of parting, and of death and com- 
forts us with mysterious words of a future which for 
me is too distant and too darlc' I have hoped and waited 
long. I am weary of hoping- and waitjngf. I see it now 
there Is nothing in prospect but to live in continual 
poverty and misery. Instead of sharing with Him ia 
His glorious kingdom^ to be persecuted and imprisoned 
I will withdraw while there is time. Fortunately I have 
always been prudent -and careful and now and then 
have laid aside a Uttle for myself out of the general 
purse, in case of need -I can use ttiat now until 1 
shall find other means. Oh I how well— 1 can not think 
of it without angfer,— how well would the three hundred 
pence serve me now which that foolish woman wasted 
on an empty honour! — Had she put the value of the 
ointment into our ba^, then now -now when our com- 
pany is dispersed as it seems likely to t>e, the purse with 
its contents would remain in my hands. Thteia I should be 
provided for, for a long time— Now I tnust look about for 
some means of livehood. 

IV. Scene. 

I 

Da than. Judas — The place is favourable. He ia alone:! 

who knows, perhaps the opportunity is already in my 
hands. He seems in great perplexity; — this I mus: 
make use of, as a means to win him. An extraordinaij 
reward depends upon it. Friend Judas! 

Judas. What is the matter? Who art thou? 

Da than. Thy friend! Has any misfortune befallen thee? 
Thy deep meditation seems^ to betray it. 

Judas. Tell me, who art thou? 
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Dathan. Thy friend, thy brother. 
Judas. Thou? My friend, my brother? 

Dathan. At leasit I s|o desire to be. How' is it with the 

Master? I should like to be one of his company. 

Judas. Thou? One of his company — and I — 

Dathan. Hast thou perhaps forsaken him? Tell mt, tell 
me, frankly, that I may know how to acti 

Judas. If thou caiist keep silence, 1 will tell thee so- 
mething. 

Dathan. Certainly, my friend, i>e assured of it 

Judas. No, things are not going well with him. He says 
Himself that His last hour is come. I have resolved to 

withdraw from His company, for He will bring ruin upon 

all of us. I have charge of the purse — but look — see 
the condition of it. 

Dathan. Friend, then 1 will remain as 1 am. 

V. Scene. 

Judas. Who are these? What do they wish? I will say 
no more. | 

Kore. Stay, friend, ye will not repent it. 

Judas. Wherefore are ye come? 

Kore. We are returning to Jerusalem, and, if it pleaseth 
thee, will bear thee company, 

Judas. Will ye peifaaps follow the Master? 

Abrion. Has he gone to Jerusalem? 

J u d a s. Yes, and for the last time^ He says. 

iVIoses. For the last time? Will he then quit Judea 
no more? 

Judas. Why do ye question so eagerly? Will ye be His 

disciples? 

All. Why not, if it offers good prospects? 
J u d a SL 1 see no brilliant prospects. 
Dathan. Explain more exactly; why will He bring ruin 
upon ye all? 
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Judas. He says continually: take no thought for the 
morrow! If anything happens to Him to-day or to morrow, 
then we shall be left penniless. Is that the care of a 
Master for His own? i 

Abraofl. Then hast thou certainly no very brilliant pro 

spects. 

Judas. Only to-day, He permitted the most senseless 
waste^ when a foolish woman thought to do him honour 
When I resnarked upon it, i received only reproachfw. 
looks and words. I 

Moses. And thou canst still care for him? 

Boos. And thou wilt sill! remain with him? 

Da t haul. 1 thiink it is high time to provide for thine owo 
future* 

Judas. That is what fills my mind — But where, is tne 
chance to better my condition? 

D a t h a n. Thou needest not to seek long — The way to 
fortune lies before thee, * * I 

Judas. Where? How? 

Ephraim. Hast thou not heard of the proclamation oi 
the Sanhedrim? 

Judas. About what? I 

Moses. A better opportunity to make thy fortune yoii 
will never fmd again. \ 

Judas. Tell me, what is the proclamation of the San- 
hedrim? I 

Da than. Whoever will give information of the nightly 
abiding place of Jesus of Nazareth will receive a great 
rewanlt 

Kore. Dost thou hear! A great reward! 

Judas. A great reward? That is worth listening to. 

Moses. And who can earn at easier than thou? 

Da than. Our success is near. 

A b r i o n. See, fortune comes to meet you, 

Ephraam. Brother do not trifle with your luck I 



Digitized by Google 



43 — 

Judas. A fine opportunity. Shall 1 let it slip tlirough 
hands? 

Da than. Do not thinks Juda^ that it will end here. Thou 
wilt gain the faigfaeat favour of the Sanhedrim — They 
will do still more for tiiee — who knows what may yet 
be in store for thee? 

K o r e. Friend, consent! 

Traders* Thy hand upon it^ thy hand upon it! 
Judas. Well, so be li 

Da than. Come, Judas, we will go with thee at once to 
the Sanhedrim — There we wUl talk furtlier of it 

.Traders^ Come, brother! 

J u d a si First I must hasten after the i^Aaster. 1 will then 

discover all, in order to be sure. 

D a t h a n. We will go at once to the Sanliedi ini and 
announce thy coming — when and where shall we meet? 

Juda& In three hours *^ I will come into the street of 
the Temple — Await me there. 

D a t h a n. Good! 

Traders, friend, brother! a man — 
Judas. My word for att 

VL Scene. 
Jttdas alone. 

Judas. My word is given, i will not rue it. Would it not 
be the greatest mistakle to throw away this goodly sum 
of money that I can earn without the least trouble? Shall 
1 turn aside from this good chance? My fortune is made 

— it cannot fail. 1 will do whaM 1 have promised, but 
they must pay me in advance. If the Pnests succeed in 
imprisoning the Master and He is ruined, then I have 
my mite laid-by, and further, 1 shall be known through 
ail Judea as one who aided in saving the Law of Moses, 
and can lay claim to still greater reward— if the Master 
is victorious and reveals Himself in His majesty — then 

— then — ' I will throw myself repentant at His feet; 1 
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know how good He is — 1 have never heard that He hiis 
repelled a penitent who came to Him — He will receive 
me again}; I can then be credited with bringing the matter 
to an issue. Therefore 1 will not renounce the Master 
altogether — I will not bum the bridges behind me, so 
that 1 can return if the road in front of me is sot fgood — 
Ah I that 18 well tfaoughtout Judas, you are clever — 
But I am afraid to face the Master. I can not bear 
His seardiing look — and my companions, 1 fear they I 
will read in my face thait 1 am — no, that I will not be 
— a traitor I will never be — what harm is there if I 
tell the Jews where the Master is to be found at a cer- 
tain hour — that is not treachery — treachery implies mudi 
more — then — away with doubts. Take courage Judas — ' 

your maintenance depends on this. I 

\ j 

VII. Scene. 

A Street with a well. I 
Baruch. There is nuich of business going on to-day and 
there will be much work to be done for the Passover 
—That is to be expected from this vast crowd of people. 
My master must expect many guests, for he is busily 
occupied arranging the house. 

John. See, here is some one at the well. ; 

Baruch. There must be something- of special importance 
to take place at the Passover, as there is. such a crowd 
in the city and the members of the Council are running 
so hurriedly hither and thither. 

Peter. This is the man; he carries the water-pitcber 

which the Master gave us as the sign. 

John. Let us follow him. 

Baruch. Do ye wish to see me, good friends? Wekomel 

John. We would speak with the master of the house. 

Baruch. Do ye perhaps wish to celebrate the Passover 
here? 

Peter. Yes, the Master has chaiged lis to make this 
request. 
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& a r u c li. Come thea with me — It will be, a joy to my 
niatfter to receive you into his house. See here he oomes. 
Master here are Quests who desire to eat the Passover 
here. 

Mark. Welcome, Strangers, with what can I serve you? 

Peter. Our Master bid us say: My time is at hand, 
where Is the guest-chamber wheref I may eat the passover 
with my discaiples. In thy house I will, with my disciples, 
keep the passover. 

Mark. Oh, what Joy! — I recognize you. Ye are the dis- 
ciples of the great miracle-worker, who restored my 
sight. How have I deserved that of all the houses in 
Jerusalem, He should choose mine in which to cat this 
holy meal! Oh! happy man that I am! My house will 
be blessed by His entrance. I will show you at once 
the room. 

Peter and John. Good master! we follow thee. 



V. Act. 

3rrhe last Supper. 

PROLOGUE. 

E'er the God-like friend forth to His suffering goes, 
He^ urged by infinite love, offers Himself up for His own ; 

As their souls nourishment during 

Their pilgrimage here upon earth. 

Ready to offer Himself, o holy feast He consecrates, 
Whidi, through all the centuries, unto the end of time, 

For redeemed humanity 

His unending love shall proclaim. 

In the desert drear, with manna sent from heaven* 
Israel's Children wondrously the Lord once did supply 
And made thdr hearts rejoice 
Too, with the grapes out of Canaan. 
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But a better feast, truly from heaven come down 
Jetttti offers us now; for out of the mystery of 
His body and blood 

Flow for us grace and salvation. 

! First Tableau: 

The Manna in the Wilderness. 

Chorus: 
The hour now draweth near. 

Fulfillment now begins 

Of all, which by His seers, 

Ood to mankind hath made known. 

*^ln this folk/' so saith the Lord, 
''Have I no plesure more. 
And sacrifice will I 

No more from them receive. 

A new feast I establish/* 

Thus saith the Lord: ''And it shall be 

Throughout the world's great cirde 

An offering of this covenant/' 

The miracle in the desert of Sin 

Points to the new covenant Feast. 

Good is the Lord, the Lord is ^ood! 
The people who hunger He satisfies 
With a new Food 
In wondrous wise. 

But death all those hath swept away, 
Who in the wilderness of Sin 
Did eat in fulness of that bread; 
The second covenants holy Bread, 
Spirit and soul preserves from death 
When worthily enjoyed. 
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Second Tableau: 
Tht Qrapct broufkt bar the spies from Caaasn, 
Chorus: 

Good is the Lord, the Lord is good! 

Once hath He to His people 
The best juice of the vine 
Given from Canaan's land. 

Yet this, the gift of Nature 

For needs of body only. 

By Ood's Will was designed. 

The second covenant's holy wine 

Will be^ itself, the Son's own Mood — 

Thifist of the soul to quench. 

Good is the Lord, the Lord is goodi 
In the new covenant He gives 
His Flesh and Blood at that high Feast 
In Salem'8 upper room. 

(During fhe Lord's Supper s female quartette sings): 

**Oh the humbleness! — oh the love! 
See the Saviour kneeling 
At the feet of His disciples, 
Menial service to perform/' 

Jesus celebrates with his disciples the Passover and institutes the Last 

Supper iu remembrance of Him. 

I. Scene. 

Christ. With desire I have desired to cat this Pas- 
sover before 1 suffer: For I say unto you I will not 
any more eat thereof until it is fulfilled in the kingdom 
of God. Father, I thank thee for this drink of the 
vine. Take this and divide it among yourselves: For 
1 say unto you, I will not drink of the fnnt of the 
vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 

TheDisciples. Ah Master! then this the kst Passover! 

Christ. A new wine I will drink with you in the King- 
dom of God my Father, as it is written: Ye shall drink 
of the fountain of eternal life. 

4 
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Peter. Masier, when this kingdom shall be reveaied« 
how will the places be divided? 

James the Elder. Which among tis will be first ? 

Thomas. Or will each have a special dominion assigned 



Philip. That would perhaps be the best Then no more 
strife would be raised between us. 

Christ. So long have I been with you and you are I 
still so takenmp with the things of this world! Indeed^ | 
I prepare for you who have continued with me In my 
temptation the kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me, that ye may eat and drink with me In my ! 
kingdom and sit on the thrones judginir the twelve tribes 
of Israel. But mark ye well, the kings of the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them, and they that exercise autho- 
rity upon them are called benefactors. But ye shall not 
be so: but he that is greatest among you let him be as 
the younger, and lie that is chief, as he that doth ser\^e. 
For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he 
that serveth? Is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am ' 
among you as he that serveth. Now sit down, bek>ved 
disfdples. 

Disciples. What is he going to do? 

Christ Peter, reach me thy foot 

Peter. Lord dost Thou waaSi my feet? 

Christ. What I do, thou knowest not now; but thou 
shalt know hereafter. 

Peter. Thou shalt never wash my feeti 

Christ If I wash thee not thou hast no part with me. 

Peter. Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 
my head. ' 

Christ He that is washed needeth not save to wash 
his feet, but is dean every whit And ye are dean, 
but not all Know ye what I have done to you? Ye 
call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for to I am. 
If then 1, your Lord and IMaater have washed your 



to him? 
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feet; ye also ought to wash one anothers feet^ for 1 havt 
^^iven you an example, that ye should do as 1 have 
done to you. Verily, verily, the servant is not greater 
than he, that sent him. If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them. Children^ not much longer shall 
i be with you^ but that my memory die not among 
you, I will leave you an everlasting memorial, that 1 
may be always with you and live with you. The old 
Covenant which my Father made with Abraham^ Isaac 
and Jacob has readied its end. 

And I say unto you a new Covenant begins that 
I to-day solemny institute with my blood, as the Father 
has appointed, and this will last until all be fulfilled. 
O Father, give your bcaediction! Take, eat, this is ray 
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me. Take this and drink ye all of it, for this is 
the New Testament in my blood which is shed for you^ 
and for many, for the remission of sins. So oft as ye 
do this, do it in remembrance of me. 

John. Beloved Master! I will never forget Thy love. 

Thou knowest that I love Thee. 

Ail (except Judas). Oh best Beloved, we will be forever 
united with Thee. 

Peter. This blessed feast of the New Testament will be 
continued among us according to Thy command. 

Matthew. And as oft as we celebrate it, we will remem- 
ber Thee. 

A 1 1 (except Judas). Oh heavenly friend! Oh best beloved 
teacher! 

Christ My children! Abide in me and 1 in you. As 
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you; continue 
ye in my love. But — Ah, what shall 1 say? The 
hand of my betrayer is with me at the table. 

The disciples. What! a traitor in our midst? 

Peter. Is it possible? 

C h r i s t u s. Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, one of you will 
betray me. ' 

4^ 
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Andrew. Loid, one of m twelve? 

Christ. Yes one of the twelve! He that dippeth his 
hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 

Thomas and Simon. Who can this false one be? 

Matthew. Lord, Thou canst see all hearts. Thou knowest | 
it is not I. ; j 

James. Make him known, this infamous one! i 

Bartholomew. I should sink in the earth for shame , 
if it were I. 

Thaddeus. Lord is it I? 

Judas. Lord is it 1? 

Thaddeus. Rather would I give my life for thee than | 
do such a deed. 

Christ (to Judas). Thou hast said, (to the disciples.) 

Th<e Son of Man goeth, as it is written, but woe to i 
that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! Qood 
were it for tiiat man if he had never been born. 

Peter. Of whom does He speak? 

John. Who is it. Lord? 

Christ. He it is to wiiom 1 shall give the sop when 1 
have dipped it. 

Disciples. Who can it be? 

Christ (to Judas). What thou doest, do quickly! 
Thomas. Why does Judas leave? 
Simon. Probably the Master has sent him to buy something. 
Thaddeus. Or to bestow alms upon the poor. 

II. Scene. 

Christ Now is the Son of Man glorif ied» and Ood is 
glorified In him. 

It Ood be glorified In him. Ood shall also gkirify 
him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. 

Little children, yet a little while 1 am with you; 
and as I said unto the Jews. Whither I go ye cannot 
come, so now say I unto you. 
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Peter. Lord, whither goest thou? 

Christ. Whither 1 go thou canst not follow me nov/, 
but thou shalt follow me afterwards* 

Peter. Why camiot 1 follow Thee now? 1 will lay down 
my life lor Thy sake! 

Christ. Witt thou lay down thy Ufe for my sake? 
Simon, Simon. Satan desires to have thee, that he may 
sift thee as wheat. But I have prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not. And when thou art converted, streng- 
then thy brethren. 

All ye shall be offended because of me this night; 
for it is written : I will smite the shepherd and the slMcep 
of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 

Peter. Though all men should be offended because of 

Thee, yet will I never be offended. 

1 will go with Thee both to prison and death. 

Christ. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Peter, that in 
this very night, before the cock crows twice thou shalt 
deny me thrioe. 

Peter. Though I should die with Thee, yet will 1 not 

deny Thee. 

Al !. Master, we also wiii remain ever true to Thee, none 
of us will betray Theel 

Christ When 1 sent you without purse, scrip and shoes, 
be that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and 
lacked ye any thing? 

All. No, nothing. 

Chrisit But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it» 
and likewise his scrip; and he that hath no sword, let 
him sell his garment and buy one. 

For it is the time of trial; and I say unto you 
that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me: 
And he was numbered among the transgressors. 

Peterand Philip. Lord, behold, here are two swords. 

Christ. It is enough. Let us arise and render thanks. 
Praise the Lord all ye people! Praise Him, all ye na- 
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tionsf For His merciful kindness is great toward us, 

and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 

Christ Little children why are ye so sad^ and why 
look ye at me so sorrowfully? 

Let not your hearts be troubled, ye believe in Ood, 
believe also in me. In my father's house are many 
mansions, and I go to prepare a place for you. And 
I will come again and receive you unto myself^ that 
where I am there ye may be also. 

I will not leave you comfortless. Peace i leave with 
yoix, my peace I give unto you. Not as the worid giveth, 
give I unto you. 

Keep my commandments that ye love one another, as 
1 have loved you. 

By this all men shall know that ye arei my disciples, 
if ye love one another. Hereafter I will not talk much 
with you, for the prince of this world cometV and hath 
nothing in me. 

But that the world may know that I love the Father, 
and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. 

Arise let us go hence. 



VL Act. 

The Betrayer. 
PROLOGUE. 

To the open enemies now goes the treacherous 
Friend^ and behold a few pieces of silver suffice. 
To efface from the heart of iscanot, all 
Love and fidelity. 

Wickedly goes he, the wretch most abandoned, 
To barter a soul, concluding his shameless bargain; 
Agreeing to sell, for a traitors reward, the 
Noblest of teachers. 
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The same spirit hardened the sons of Jacob, 
That they without mercy, sold their own brother; 

For an accursed price, him, into foreign usurers 
Hands they delivered. 

When the heart iMiys homage to the idol of lucre 
Then all the nobkr feelings are deadened. 
Honour is venal, and therewith a man's word, and 
Love too and friendship. 

Tableau: 

Joseph told by bis Brcthraa. 

Chorut: 

What shudders run through all my limbsl 
Where go'st thou, Judas, full of rage? 
Art thou the one, who the Master's blood 
Wilt sell? Oost remember vengeance? 
Ye thunders — lightnings cast him down — 
Cnish^ rend this wretch in pieces! 

"One amongst you shall betray me!" 
Three times this word the Master spake 
By greed seduced to blackest deed 
One from the Supper quickly went; 
Alas! one who by Him was chosen 
Into the drde of His friends. 

Oh! turn back from this way of sin I 
Complete not^ oh! that blackest deed I 
Blit no — by greed made deaf and blind. 
To the Sanhedrim Judas hastes; 
With wicked heart he now repeats 
What once was done in Dathan's field. 

••The boy, we offer Mm for sale/' 
Thus here speak Joseph's brothers — 
"What will ye offer us for him?" 
They quickly give, for the poor gain 

Of twenty silver pieces told. 
Their brother's life and blood. 
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*'What give ye? how reward ye me?" 

Also Iscariot says, "If I / ' 

My Lord betray to you?'' 

For thirty silver-coins he makes 

The Uoody bargain: — Jestts is 

To the Sanhedrim sold. 

What this sad scene to us sets forth 
Of this worid is an image true. 
How often have ye by evil deeds 
^ . Your Ood e'en thus betray'd and soldi 

On Joseph's brethren ye pour 
Curses, and on the Iscariot; 
.^And yet in the same paths ye tread; 
For envy, greed, and brother's hate 
Unceasingly exterminate 
Man's peace^ and joy, and blessedness. 

Judas comes to the Sanhedrim and promises to deliver his Master into 
me bands of the Pharisteo for thirty pieces of silver* The Pharisees are 

planning the death of fesus. 

I. Scene. 

C a i a p h a s. 'Assembled Fath'ers! I bring you good tidings. 
The pretended Prophet of Galilee wilt, 1 hope, soon 
be in our hands. E]^than, the zealous Israelite has won 
over a trusted follower of the Oaltlean, who will let 
himself be used as guide, so that we may take him by 
night. Both are already here, and await only the summons 
of the High Council. 

Several. Brin^ them in. 

C a lap has. Yes, call them. 
Josraphat I will call them. 

C a i a p h a s. Yes, call them. First I would ask what 
price we must pay this man for his deed? 

Nathanael. We are directed by the law of Moses. A 
slave Is valued at thirty pieces of silver. 

Amron. Yesi yes! The false Messiah is only worth a 
slave's price. \ 
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Dathan. Most learned Council. I have executed your. 

behest and bring this man before the Elders/ who for 

a sufficient reward is willing to give your and our enemy 
into your hands. He is the Galilean's trusted follower, 
and knows his ways and secret abiding-place. 

Caiaphas. Dost thou know the man whom the High 
Council weks? 

Judas. I have been in His company a long time and 

know Him and where He abides. 

Caiaphas. What is your name? 

Judas. I am called Judas, and am one of the twelve. 

All. Yes, we have seen him in His company often. 

Caiaphas. Art thou f uUy determined to do our bidding. 
Judas. I give you my word. 

Caiaphas. Thou wilt not repent it? What bfought 
thee to take this step? 

Judas. The friendship between us began to cool, and 

now I havie broken with Him altogeUier. 
Caiaphas. What led to this? 

Judas. I think His day is over. Besides I have deter- 
mined to keep to the lawful authoritiea It is always 
better. What will ye give me if I deliver Him into your 
hands? 

Caiaphas. Thirty pieces of silver, to be paid thee at 

once. 

Dathan. Hark only, Judasi Thirty pieces of silver! 
What a gain! 

Nathanael. And hark ye Judas, that is not all. If 
thou dost thy work well thou shalt be still more highly 
favoured 

Ezekiel. Thou canst be a rich and esteemed man. 

Judas. 1 am satisfied. My star Is rising. 
Caiaphas. Rabbi, bring the thirty pieces of silver from 

the treasury, and pay them out before the assembled 

Council, is that your will? 
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All, except Nicodemus and Joseph of Arl* 
mathea. Yes! yes! That is our will. 

Nicodemus. What! Can ye conclude such a godless 
bargain! And thou, base wretch dost thou not blush to 
sell thy Friend and Master? Thou god-forgetting traitor 
whom the earth shall swallow up. For thirty pieces of 
silyeir woiildst thou sell thy most loving friend, who has 
done thee naught but good? Ah! wait, thisi blood-money 
will ciy to heaven for vengeanoe, and bum deep in thy 
avaricious soul. 

Josua. Do not trouble thyself, Judas, at the speech of this 
zealot. Let him be a disdple of this false prophet, but 
do thou thy duty as a disciple of Moses and servant 
of the lawful authorities. 

Rabbi. Come, Judas, be a man and take the thirty pieces 
' of silver. 

Judas. Ye may trust to my word. 

SarasL But this worlc must be accomplished before the 
feast. \ 

J u d a 81 Even now is the best time. This very ni^fht 

shall he be in your hands. Give me an armed band that 

he may be surrounded and every way of escaper cut off. 

Annas. Let us send the Temple- Watch with him. 
EzeicieL Vest yesi order it so. 

C a i a p h a s. It would be well to send some members of 
the holy Sanhedrim with them, to have supervision, 
that all may be according to order. 

AIL We are prepared to go. 

EzekieL The high priest may choose. I 

Caiaphas. If the choice is left with nte^ I name : Nathan, I 
Josaphat, Soloman, and Ptolemy— you may see that the i 
watch ia held in readiness. 

T h e f o u r. We will see^ with pleasure, that the commands 
of the High Priest aie fulfilled. 

Caiaphas. But Judas, how will the band recognize the 
Master in the darkness? 
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Judas. They must come with torches and lanterns, and 
I wiU also give them a sign. 

Priests and Rabbi. Excellent, Judas, excellent! 

Judas. Now I tmust hasten away to plan it all out Then 
I will return, to fetch the armed men* 

Da than. But I go with thee, Judas, never to leave thy 
side until thy task Is accomplished. 

Judas. I await your men at the Betphage Oate. 

■ ' IIL Scene. 

C a i a p h a s. All goes exactly as we wish. But now, revc- 
rend fathers, we must look the great question In the' 
face. What shall we do with this man, when God has 
delivered him into our hands? 

Sadoc He should be thrown into the deepest and dar* 
kest dungeon, laden with chains and well guarded- 
there he will remain buried alive. 

Caiaphas. Which of you will stand surety that his 
friends will not raise an insurrection amon^ the people 
to free him, or that the guard would not be bribed 
to deliver htm. — Could he not, by hisj magic art, break 
his fetters? Who will be surety against this? I see that 
you do not comprehend. Hear then, the High Priest Is 
it not better fliat one man die tfuin that the whole nation 
peririi? — Hie must diel Without his death there' is no 
peace in Israel, no security for the law of IMoses no 
hour of peace for usi! 

Rabbi. God has spoken through His High Priestl Only 
by the death of Jesus of Nazareth can and must the 
people of Israel be saved. 

NathanaeL This word has been burning on my tongue — 

now it is spoken. He dies — the enemy of our fathers? 

J o s u a« The thoughts of our hearts iiave found utterance 
by the mouth of our High Priest 

AIL He must die, he must die for our safety! 
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Annas. By my grey hairs I will not re$t until tto Mood 
of this deceiver washes out this shame* 

A I L He must be sent to the nether world from there he 

will never more return! 

Nicodemus. Fathers! am I permitted to speak ? 
All. Speak^ speak! 

Nicodemus. Has the sentence of death been pronounced 
upon this man before He h^s been heard, without trial, 
without the examination of witnesses? Is this right and 
just? / 
Is such a proceeding worthy of the fathers of Ood's 
people? 

Nathanael. What!. wilt thou accuse the Council of being 
guilty of injusHoe? 

Sadok. Knowest thou not the Statutes of our holy law? 

Nicodemus: I am well initiated in the law of Moses, 
and therefore 1 know that sentence cannot be pro- 
nounced until full evidence has been heanl 

Josua. What need we of any further witnesses — have 
we not ourselves heard his words and witnessed his 
lawless deeds? 

Nicodemu«s. Yes, ye are all: accusers, witnesses, and 
judges! But I have heard the inspired teachings of 
this Man of Nazareth and seen His great deeds — they 
are worthy of l>elief and admiration — not disdain and 
punishment ' 

Caiaphas. What betrayest thou by thy speech? This 
miscreant deserves admiration? Admiration? Thou deavest 

« to JMoses and wilt still defend that which the law con- 
demns? Up, fathers — the law calls for vengeance! 

Ezeki|el. Leave thou our midst if thou holdest to thy 
word. ' ! 

JosephofArimathea. I agree with Nicodemus. No 
deed of this Man can be shown that declares Him worthy 
of death. He has done nought but good. I 

C a t a p h a s. Speakest lliou also thus? Is it not feveiywfcere 
known how he desecrated the Sabbath? How he by hfa 
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seditious teaching misleads the peo|)le? How he by the 
aid of Beelzebub performed his worthless miracles? How 
he gave hiniMlf out as Qod, when he Ut only human? 

A 1 1. Nearest thou? 

Joseph of Arimathea. Yes, envy and malice have 
misconstrued His words, and ascribed false motives to 
His jnoble and beneficent acts. That He ccnnes from Ood, 
His divine deeds bear witness. 

Natbanael. Ha! We know thee now! For a long time 
thou Tiast been a secret follower of this Galilean — at 

last lliou hast declared thyself! 

Annas. Have we then traitors to the ho!}^ Law in our 
midst? Even thus far has the seducer tiuown his net? 

Caiaplias. Why are ye then here. Apostates! Oo forth 
arid follow your prophet, that ye may see him once again, 
before his hotir strSces. For that he must die, is irre- 
vocably decided. 

A 1 1. Yes, he must die. That is our decision. 

N i codiemtfsL I durse this decision — I will take no part 
in thia vile deed of bkxxll 

Joseph of Arimathea. Neither will ! remain where 
the innocent are put to death — 1 sKveai^ it before God, 
my heart is clean. 



IV. Scene. 

J o s u a. Let us rejoice that we are rid of the traitors 
— Now we can express our minds freely. 

Caiaphas. By all means, brethren, it will be necessary 
that ^nre sit in formal judgment upon this iVIan, to examine 
liim arid bring witnesses against him, so that thel people 
Imfay not be confirmed in the opinion that we only perse- 
cute him through hate and envy. 

Rt a b b ]' J 'a k o b. Yes, two or three witnesses — So it is 
written in the law. 

Samuel. Witnesses will not be hddng. I will see to that. 



Digitized by Google 



- w - 



D a r i a b a 8. The sentence stands fast. But in order not 
to offend the weak, we must carry it out in judkaal 
foroL 

Ezekiel. And shotHd the formalities not be suffldent, we 
will carry it through by force of will. 

Rabbi. Whether more or less guilty, that matters not 
' Public welfare demands that he be put out of the way. 

C a i a p h a s. For the rest, it would be the safest for us, if 
we should carry it out through the Governor of the 
Province and have him condemn this man to death. Thus 
would ail responsibility be taken from. us. 

N'athanael. We can tiy it If it does not succeed, there 
is always a way open, with a multitude of our trusted 
people the sentence can be carried out in a riot, without 
our taking part in it openly! 

R<abbi. And as a last resort, a hand can be found that, 
in the dungeon's siience, will rid the hoiy Sanbedrim* of 
its enemy. I 

Caiaphas. Well, circumstances will show what must be 
done — now let us separate; but hold yourselves in readi- 
ness to come together at any hour this night, if I call for 
you. The thing must be brougfht to an immediate con- 
clusion: there is no time to be lost The determinatioo 
is: — he dies. 

AIL He dies — (he enemy of our holy Laws. 



VII. Act. 

The Qardea of Getliseiiiane. 
PROLOGUE 

As Adam combats, pressed down by life's burden. 
With strength exhausted, in tile sweat of his brow 
His guilt thus atoning, so tfie 
Sins of humanity press down the Savtonr. 
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Engulfed in a sea of infinite sorrow 

And with ponderous weight His head bowed-down. 
Sweat of blood His countenance covering. 
Fights He His fiercest fight on Mount Olivet. 

Already draws near now, as guide of ensnarers, 
Iscariot, the betrayer, the once loved disdple. 

Infamously misusing, for treachery. 

The token of love as |he sign of betrayal 

So treacherous too was Joab to Amasa, 

VS^en once to his heart with feigned love he pressed him. 
The kiss of friendship upon his lips. 
And in his heart, ahl the point of the dagger 1 

First Tableau: 
Adam and Eve at Wotlu 

Chorus: • , ^ 

Judas, lo, ate hallowed bread 

At the Last Supper, 

With unhallowed conscience — 

And an evil spirit at once possessed b.m. 

'That thou doest'^ spake the Master, 

"Judas 1 — see, thou do it quickly. 

From the guest-room went he quickly. 

Hastened to the Synagogue, 

And bis Master there he sold. 

Soon completed — soon is ended 
This most horrible of deeds. 
Alas! to-day, e'en in this night, 
Judas his lAaster will betray. 

O come ye all with Jesus then 
Behold his sufferings, pain and death. 

O what labour, O what heat 

Must our Father Adam bearl 
Ah! a stream of sweat runs down 
Over brow and countenance. 
This is the fruit of sin.. 
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Qod't cune oppresseth nature^ 
Therefore yields she for hard sweat 
And for toilsome industry^ 
Only sparingly her fruits. 

Thus so hard it is to Jesui 

(When on Olive's Mount He strives) 

That a stream of bloody sweat 

From each holy limb is forced. 

This is the strife of sin! 

For us the Saviour stnij^^les ' 

In His own blood combats He — 

Yet conquering with high heart 

Drinks the cup of suffering. 

Second Tablea u: 

Joab murders Amasa. 

Chorus: 

(Part of chonii is echoed from behind Ibe rocks.) 

The scene near Oibeon's rocks — 

Judas repeateth — Simon's son. 

Ye rocks of OibeonI 

Why stand ye thus unhonoured 

Ye, late the land's proud boast — 

As though with mourning veil wrapt round? 

Speaks 1 adjure thee, say — what deed was done? 

Flee, wanderer! 

Accursed be this blood-stained spot! 

Pierced by assassin's hand here fell once Amasa, 
in holy friendship's greeting trusting. 
By Joab's false brother-kiss deceived. 
Curse on thee I 
The rocks complain of thee. 
The blood-soaked earth takes vengeance. 
Be silent, rocks of OibeonI 
And hear, with horror. 
What eye beholds on Olive's Mount 
Judas, the Son of Man betrays 
Alas! with hypocrite's vile greeting 
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And with false, deceiving^ kiss. 
For contemptible lust of silver 
Into his murderers hands* 
Oh rocks of Gibeon! 
Cursed he, who his friend betrays 
With disaembyng Kiss of love 
Judas now the imioceiit approaches 
While in Us heart broods treason 
Accursed he! This on the rocks shall sound 
Accursed he, re-echo from the rocks! 

ChrUfs agony — Judas betrays him with a kiss — taken prisoner by tlie 

armed baud. 

1. Scene. 

Near tht Oardea of Oetlisf»aae. 
J u d a SL Now be watchful! We are approaching the place. 
Thither the Master withdraws himself from Jerusalem, 

to spend the quiet n^ht In solitude. 

Sol Oman. What if we should be observed by his dis- 
ciples? 

Judas. As the attack is unexpected there will be no 

resistance. 

Soldiiers. If they attempt it, we vviil let them feel our 
steel! J I : 

Judas. Do not trouble yourselves — He will bt in your 
hands without a swordthrust. 

Josaphat. But how shall we distinguish the Master in 
the darkness? How can we be sure that we have not 
taken one of his followers prisoner? 

Jtidas. I will give you this sign — when we come to the 
garden, observe closely — I will hasten forward, whomso- 
ever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. 

Kore. Good, this sign makes us sure. 

Ptomeiy. Hear ye? Ye shall know the master by the 
kiss* { 

All. We hear it, and will be on the watch for it. 

5 
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• Judas. Now, let us hasten. It is time. We are not far 
from the Garden, 

Josaphat Judas, if we succeed with this night's work,; 
then you will reap the richest fruit as your reward. 

Esron. From us also you will receive a handsome! 

gratuity. I 

The armed band. Only wait, thou instigator of mobs, 
thou wilt soon have what thou deservest 

I 

11. Scene. I 

I 

The Garden ot Qethseniane. 

Christ. Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye shall weep 
and lament, but the world will rejoice; ye shall be sorrow- 
ful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. For I 
will see you again, and your hearts shall rejoice, and 
your joy no man taketh from you. I came forth from: the 
Father and am come into the world; again I leave the 
world and go to the Father. 

Peter. Now Thou speakest plainly and speakest no . 
proverb. ' 

James, the elder. Now we are sure that Thou 
knowest all things. 

Thomas. By this we believe that Tiiou earnest foftii 
from God. 

Christ. Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour oometh, 
yea is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every mao 
to his own, and shall leave me alone. And yet I am not 
alone, because the Father is with me. Father! the hour 
is come; glorify Thy Son that Thy Son ahioi may glorify 
Thee. I have finished the woric whidi Thou gavest me 
to do. I have manifested Thy name unto the men which 
Thou gavest me out of the worid. Holy Father! keep 
them through Thine own name. Sanctify them through 
Thy truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on me through their word; that 
they may all be one, as Thou, Fatherl art in me and I 
in Thee. Fatherl I will that they also, whom Thou hast 
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^iven me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory which Thou hast given me: for Tliou lavedst 
me before the foundation of the world — Children! s:t 
ye here while I go and pray yonder. — Pray that ye enter 
not into temptation. — And ye, Peter, James and John, 
come with me. 

The other disciples. Ah! what will happen to our 
Master? 

Bartholomew. I never saw hiiin so sad. 

James the younger. Ah! my heart too is weighed 
down wiUi sorrow^ 

Matthew. Oh that this night with its sad hours were 
passed! 

All. Not without reason has the Master prepared us for it.- 

Philip. We will rest here and await His return. 

Thomas. Yes, we will that! I am very tired and anxious. 

Christ. Oh! dear children! my soul is exceeding sorrow- 
ful even unto death; tarry ye here and watch with me — 
I will withdraw and strengthen myself by communion 
with my Father. 

Peter. Oh, dear good Master! 

John. My soul suffers with the soul of our Teacher! 

Peter. 1 am so sad — so anxious — 

James. Why did the Master separate us from the rest? 

John. Ah 1 we will be witnesses. 

Peter. Know ye, brethren? We were witnesses of his 
transfigUFation on the Mount But now — what must we 
behold? 

Christ. Thus this hour must come upon me, this hour 
of darkness! But for this came I into the world — Father! 
my Father, if it be possible — and all things are possible 
with Thee, so let this cup pass from me — But Father! 
not as I will as Thou wih. — Simon 1 

Peter. Ah my Master! — 

Christ. Simon, steepest thou ? 

* h 
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Peter. Master^ see, here I am. 
Christ. Ck)uldst thou not watch with me one hour? 
Peter. Forgive me I 1 will watch with Thee. 
John and Jamea Sleep, Rabbi, overcame us. 

Chrfsi OhI watch and pray fliai ye enter not into 

temptation. 

The Three. Yea Lord! we will pray and watch. 

Christ The spkit indeed is willing, but the flesh Is 
wealc My Father! Thy claim is just. Thy decrees are 
holy. Thou exactest this sacrifice. Father — the strife 
is fierce. But is this cup may not pass away except I 

drink it. Father, Thy will be done. Holiest One! I will 
fulfill Thy will. Are your eyes still so heavy that yc 
can not watch? O my trusted ones, can I find no con- 
solation here? Ah! darkness surrounds me, the sorrows 
of death compass me about. The burden of God'sf judg- 
ment weighs upon me. Oh the sins, the sins of the 
world, they press me down! Oh the fearful burden. Oh! 
the bitterness of this cup! Father! if it is not possible 
that this hour pass from me. Thy will be done! Thy 
most holy will. Father! Thy Son! Hear hhn! 

III. Scene. 

An^el. Son of Man! sanctify Thy Father's will. Behold 
the blessedness that will come forth from Thy combat 
Thy Father has laid it upon Thee, and freely didst Thou 
take it upon Thee to be the sacrifice for the sins of the 
worid. Fulfill it to the end. The Father wilt glorify Thee. 

Christ. Yea, most holy Father! I worship Thy decree. 
I Svill fulfill, fulfill, reconcile, atone, bless. Strengthened 
by Thy word, oh Father! I go with joy to meet uiiat 
Thou has ordained for me, as the Redeemer of Sinners. 
Sleep on now and take your rest. 

Peter. What is it. Master? 
The Three. Se^, we are ready. 

Christ. The hour is at hand. The Son of Man is deli- 
vdred into the hands of sinners — • arise, let us go hence* 
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D i ? c I p 1 c 9. What noise is this? 

Philip. Come, we will join our good Master. 

Christ. Behold^ he is at hand that doth betray me. 

Andrew. What does this multitude of people want? 

AIL They seem to be seeking ust . 

John. See^ Judas is leading theml 

IV. Scene. 

Judas. Hail Master! 

Christ. Friend, wherefore art thou come? Betray est 
thou the Son of Man with a kiss? Whom seek ye? 

The multitude. Jesus of Nazareth! 

Christ 1 am He. 

Voices among the crowd. Alas! What is that? 

The disciples. But one word iruiu Him, and they 
are thrown to the ground! 

Christ Fear ye not. Arise! 

The disciples. Lord, cast them down, never to rise 

again! 

Christ Whom seek ye? 

The Multitude. Jesus of Nazareth. 

Christ I have told you that I am He; it therefore ye 

seek me let these do their way. 

Peter and Philip. Lord, shall we strike with the 
sword? • 

Malehus. Oh woe! 1 am wounded! Oh woe! My ear is 
cut off! 

Christ. Leave off! No more! Fear not, thou shalt be 
healed. Put up thy sword into the sheath, for they 
that take the sword shall perish by the sword. The 
cup which my Father hatli given me, shall I not drink it? 
Or know ye not that 1 can now pray to the Father and 
He shall presently give me more than twelve legions of 
angeb? But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled 
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that thus is must be. Be ye come out as against a thief 
with swords and staves? When I was daily with you in 
the temple ye stretched forth no hands against me. But 
this is your hour and the power of darknessl Behold, 
I am here! 

Selpha. Seize Mm. Bind htm fast that he escape not 
Nathan. The High Council will hold you responsible.— 
The Multitude. He will never escape from our hands. 
Abrion. Now we can cool our vengence. 

B o o z. Thou shalt pay dearly for thy offence. 

Dathan. Rememberest thou what thou didst in the 
temple? ! 

}osaphat. We will hurry on into Hie city. The High 

Council awaits with impatience our return. 

The Traders. But we will not leave this villain's side. 

Dathan. We will first go to the High Priest Annas. 
— Bring him there. 

Selpha. We will follow at once. 

Josaphat. Judas^ thou art a man! 

Soloman. As a man thou has kept thy word! 

Judas. Said I not unto you, to-day he ^all be in your 
power? ! 

Ptolomy. Thou has placed the entire Sanhedrim under 
obligation to thee. 

The armed band. Away with ye! In Jerusalem ye 
shall be judged. 

Selpha. Let us hasten. Lead him away with care. 

The people. Ha, hal Run now, as thou didst run about 
in Jewry! 

Selpha. Do not spare him drive him forward! 

The people. On, faster! or we will drive thee with 
clubs. ! 

The Traders. Will Beelzebub help thee no longer? 
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Part II. 

From the arrest in the garden of Oethsemane to the Condemnation 

VIII. Act. 

Jesus before Annas. 
Oh I the weird night I Ob behold the Saviour 
Dragged about from tribunal to tribunal I 

Meeting with insailt and 

lUtieatment on every side. 

For a freely spoken word; addressed to Annas, 

A mis creant rewards Him, with a blow from his brutal fist 

Into His divine face 

In order to gain favour. 

The same ignominious reward reseived Mieaiah also. 
For revealing the truth unto Ahab the King, 

From the ly ing Prophets! 

One gives Him a blow on the cheek. 

Truth reaps oftenthnes hatred and persecution: . 
Yet though ye may eitheif see or banish the light. 
Finally it will triumph 

And break through the darkness. 

A. Tableau. 

Mlcaiah the Prophet resclves a blow oo the cheek for teHiag Ahab 

the truth. 

The painful battle has begun. 

Begun in Oethsemane. 

Oh sinners take it well to heart. 

And ne'er forget this scene. 
For your salvation was this done, 
>J7hat now you see on Olive-mount, 
For you He sank upon the ground 
Sorrowful even unto Death. 
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For ye the sweat ai( red as blood 
Poured forth from every limb. 
He who openly speaks the truth. 

Receives a blow in the face. 

Misaiah was strucsk by Ledekiafa's han^^ 

Besause he openly ventured Jo say: 
"If thou wagest war on Ramoth, 
Oh King, thou shalt be vanquished: 
Believe not, what is prophesied 
By those, devoted to Baal's service; 
Believe not the flatterer's words. 
But listen to the ,voice of one, sent by Qod, 
Whish will not deceive you, AhabP' — 
For this wotd, in anger 
Hm Uar struck his face. 
Thus in this worM the! flattereis gain 
Musli honour and rewaed. 
Yet those who faithfulty speak the truth, 
Reap insult and disgrace. 

' 1. Scene. 

AnnasL 1 can find nor rest toniglit wM 1 hear that ths 
disturber of the peace is in our hand& Oh' how I wish 

this enemy of the Synagog^ue were in fetters! I long 

to hear the good news from my faithful servant. 

£ s d r a s. They cannot tarry much longea. It is some 
time since they left, 

Annas. In vain my anxious eye looks towards the 
KSdrottlane. There is nothing to be seen, nothing to 
be heard. Oo, dearest Esdras; Hurry towards the 

Kidrongate and see if they are not coming. 

Esdrais. As the High Priest commands. 

Annas. It wofM faie a misfortune for the high Sanhedrin, 
cf this throw were not to be succeesful. 

S i d r a c h. High Piiest! Fear not. 

Misaei. We shall succeed, 1 do not doubt. 
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A la B a s. They will not have come another way, and 
enter through the Siloah gate? I muat sead to hkvei 
that Side watched also* 

Sidrach. If AnI High Priest wishes, I will hurry to 

the Siloah gfate. i 

Annas. Yes, do so But look first, if anyone is coming 
through the Sanhedrin lane. 

Sidrach. 1 will not neglect to do so. f 

Annas. The night creeps on — and yet no certainty! 
Every minute of this anxiety seems like on hour to 
me. — I fancy — someone is running towards my 
house; yes, yes. Some one comes! It will be good 
news! * 

Sidrach. Esdras is hurrying back! 1 saw him run 
down the lane. 

Annas. It must be good news, or he would not hurry 
so. Oh, truly, I have no wish but the death of the 
criminaL 

Esdras. Hail our High Priest! — I have seen the re- 
presentative Fathers with Judas. It is all as we wish 
It to be. The Oalilean in bondage! I sfpoke to them, 
and hurried back with the good news: 

Annas. Happy news! Blissful hour! A stone falls 
from my heard and I fee! newlyborn. Now I can joy- 
fully call myself the High Priest of the Chosen People! 

11* Scene. 

Nathan. The wish of the High Council is fulfilled. 

Annas. Oh, I jmust embrace yon for joy! So our plan 
has succeeded! Juda! Thy name wil have an honourable 
place in our annalsL Even before the feast the Oalileaif 
ahaH die! 

Judas. Die? Die? 

Annas. His death is decided. 

J udas. I ard npt reipon^ble for his Ufe and Mood. 

Annus. That is not nccessaiy. He is ht our power- 
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Judas. I did not deliver Him up to you for that. 

PtoiomaeuflL Thou didst deliver Htm to us, what 
follows Is our affair* 

Jiidais. Woe unto mt\ What have I donel He is fo 

die? No. I did not intend that! I will not have thai 

4 Pharisee^ Thou may est liice it or not! Hemustdiel 
I IIL Scene. 

Esdras. High Priest. The Prisoner is at the door. 

Annas. Selpha with his body gfuard may bring Him 
up: the others can await Him downstairs. 

Selplia. High Priest! As you commanded^ the Pri- 
soner stands here. 

Annas. Was He alone taken prisoner? 

Balbus. His followers were scattered like shy sheep. 

Selpha. And we thought It not worth while to catdi 
them. However Maldius nearly lost his life. 

Annas. How so? What has happened? 

Sep ha. One of His followers ran at him vMk the 
blank sword: It hit Us ear and cut it off. 

Annas. What? (But there is nothing to be seen. , 

Balbus. The Miracle worker fastened it ou again. 

Annas. Why speakest thou not thyself, Malchus? 

Malchus. I cannot explain it. A miracle was per 

formed on me. 

Annas. Has the deceiver bewitched thee? Say, by 
what power didst thou that? Christ is silent. 

Selpha. Speak, when the Oovemor asks Theel 

Annas. Speak, give an account of Thy disciples, and 
about the doctrine Thou hastspread overthe Jewish- 
land, which has mislead the people. 

Christ. I have spoken openly to the world. I have 
always taught In the synagogue! and hi the Temple and 
in secret 1 liave spoken nothing: Why 4skest thou me? 
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ask them who have beard what I have spoken imto 
them; behold, they know what things 1 have said. 

Balbus. Answerest thou the high priest so? 

Christ. If i have spoken evil, give testimony to the 
evil, but if well, why strikest thou me? 

Annas. Thou still darest defy us, though thy life and 
death is in our hands? Take him away; I am tired of 
this malefactor. 

Balbus. Thou wiilt see. Thy stubborness willi relent! 

Annas. 1 will yield for aiwhile to rest and to meditation, 
how that whidi has begun so well may be brought to 
a happy end Ais it i|^ i shall be; ealled to the San« 
kedrin in the early morning. 

IV. Scene. 

Tbe moh, leading Christ Sbrougli tli« lane 
Mob. Hal is his business done? 

S e 1 p h a. His defence in not a suecess. 

Balbus. It has brought him at least a good blow in 
the face. 

S e 1 p h a. Take him now and let us hurry to Ckiphas' 
palace. 

Mob. Away with him, go, lift up thy feet! 

Balbus. Rejoice, thou wilt have a better receptwn before 
the High Council. 

M o b. There the ravens will sing round thy ears, thou 
shalt become a show, a show to the whole nation. 

Balbus. Hatny on I Thy followers are at bandl They 
want to proclaim thee King of Israeli 

Mob. Thou hast often dreamed of it, hast thou not? 

Selpha. This dream will be now interpreted .to him 
by Caiphas the High Phest. 

Balbus.- nearest thou, Caiphas will announce thy 
elevation to thee I 

M o b. Vea thy elevation between heaven and earth. 
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sulpha. The people, now takes heedl The nearest way 
to the palaoe of Caiphaif leads us flirougii the house of 
Pilate. There pUuse yourself in the eourt until further 
notice. 

Mob. Good^ thy eommand shall be obeyed. 



V. Scene. 

Peter. How will the best of masters fare here! Ob 
John how 1 fear for him I 

John. Here our master will have to suffer mocker}' 
and illtreatment. 1 tear greatly to approash this house. 

Peter. But all round here is so quiet. 

John. No human voices are heard proceeding from the 
palace. Should they have taken tiim away again ? 

Esdras. 'Whiali wlant ye here near the palace at night? 

John. Forgive! We sawi a multitude of people moving 
hither through the Kidron gate, and followed them to 
see what has happenel 

Esdras. a prisoner was brought in and led this wa) ; 
but he has already been tak^ to Caiphas. 

John. To Calphas? Then w«) will at once go further. 

Esdras. This I should advise you, else 1 should take 
yeu up as agitators* 

Peter. We will not create any disturbance, but quietly 
go our way. 

Esdras. Should they be disctplesf of the Galilean? If I 
only knew? But they will not escape our people. — 
All his followers must be destroyed, else Uie people 
will not be made to obey! 
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IX. Act. 

Chrisl id coodenned to death by the High Council. Judai COmes as 

a penitent into the Assembly. 

PROLOGUE. 

Before His angry enemies, now His judges 
The Lord siands, clothed in silence; patiently 
He listens to all complaintsf and lies, even 
To the sentence of death. 

As formerty Naboth was persecuted innocenitly. 
Condemned as blasphemer by false testimony, 
So also He whose only crime is: Trutli, 
Love and Acts of Charity. 

Soon ye will see, Him surrounded by 

Inhuman knaves, delivered up to the rude mockery 

^ornfully iiltreated amidst rude laughter. 

Ye see prefigured in patient Job 
Who in his deepest affliction was covered 
With mockery even, by his friends. 
The dear Saviours heavenly meekness, 

A. Tabljsaux. 
1. The innotetit Naboth it condemntd to death by false wltnoetes. 
How my heart bleeds! 
The Most Moly stands beforef the Tribunal, 
He must bear the sinneral malice 
Betrayed and insulted — bound and l>eaten. — 
Who does not shedi a tear? 
Dragged away from Annas to Caiphas — 
What will He have to suffer there again! 
Behold here in this picture this aeWi scene of suffering. 

Naboth must die! He dares blaspheme Ood 

And slander Thee oh King! 

May he be blotted out from Israel! 

Thus damour rudely the slanderer's tongues. 

Hired by the wieked Jezabel 

To swear a false oath. 
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Ob, by death 19 punished, a crime 
Which Naboth has never oommiited — 

The vineyard then is given over 

By rascals to the King. — 

Dectit and falsehood join together 

Against Jesus before the judgment seat, 

Until hatred pronuonces a false sentence 

To condemn the innocent. 

Ye mighty rulers of this world — 
Set up for the welfare of humanity ~ 
Do not forget in carrying out your duty 

The invisible judge! 
Before Him all men are equal. 
May they be rich or poor 
Noblemen or beggars; — 
Justice alone is apprised by Him. — 

2 Job suffers many insults from his wife and friends. 
Behold the man I A Job In pain — 
Ah who would not weep at the sight! 

His wife — his friends deride 
And mock him in the face. 
Behold the man! 

Yet patiently He bears the sorrow. 
Surrounded by trouble and modcery 
He trusts confidently His Ood. 
He utters no sound of complaint? 
Behold the man! 

Behold Jesus how silently 'He bears 

The rudeness that insults and strikes Him 
Behold the man! 

Melt in pity when you see 
How humbly He stands before you! 
In deepest shame, the man of sorrows! 
Behold the man! 



^ 79 ^ 
I. Scene. 

Judas. Siraister forebodings persecute me! The word 
of Annas: He must die — oh thisf wiord torments me 
where ever I fgo and stand! It would be terrible — 

terribief if they would my master and I the cause 

of iil My heart beats with fear — I have MMc! 

hope of His being saved! If the Master wished to save 
Hinself, He wcmld have let them feel His power 
a second time in the garden of Olives. As Hte did 
ft not then. He will not do so now. And what can I do 
for Him, I most miserable man, that has deHvered Mim 
into their hands? — They shall have back the money, the 
price of blood, and they must give me back my Master. 
I will go and put in my claim. — But — will He be saved 
by that? Oh vain and foolish hope! They will mock at 
my offer — Accursed Synagogue ! — You have mislead me 
by your messengeis^ have ikoeived mt, have concealed 
from me your bloodthirsty intentions, until you had Him 
in your grasp. — I will torment ye with bitter reproaches, 
ye unjust judges! I will not hear of your devilish reso- 
lutioii! I will have no share in the, blood of the innocent 
— Oh infernal pains torment my innermost! — 

il. Scene. 

Synagogue. 

C h a i p h a s. I awaited the morning dawn with impatience, 
venerable Fathers, in order to conduct soon to His well 
deserved deaths the enemy of the Synhadrin. 

Annas. I also could not find a moment's rest, longing to 
hear the sentence of death pronounced 

All. It is pronounced^ He must and shall die! 

Caiphas. The happy beginning promises a successful 
end to our wishes- Thank ye, ye worthy members of 
the Synhadrin for your zealous and dever help. 

Josaphat. The higUest praise and thanks are due to 
our most worthy High Priest who has Mndled first the 

glow of holy zeal in the heart of the Fathers. 
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Caiphas. Now let us proceed without delay. Alf has 
been prepared for the s^yeedy development of the matter. 
Samuel has already brought the necessary witnesses. I 
will commence without delay the trial of the prisoner and 
soon afterwards judgment shall be pronounced, and the 
particulars for its carrying out shall be prepared. The 
father the execution^ the sttrer the success. 

Nathan. Certainly, it would be desirable, that all 

should be over before our adversaries can reflect and come 
to< a cionclusSon. 

Caip^ias. That is my intention. Trust me my friends! 
' I have made my plan and hope to execute it 

S a d o k . The wisdom of our High Priesti merits our implicit 

confidence. 

Caiphas. I will now try the erfminal, so that you all 
are convinced of his guilt deserving death. — Then the 
High Council may pronounce it^ judgment. Samuel lead 
the witnesses iin, and thou Solomon see that the prisooer 
is brought before us. 

Annas. I will see w1ietih»er the defiance he showed to 
me^ has left him. It will be a real satisfaction to me to join 
in the sentence : He dies ! 

III. Scene. 

Sel va. August High Priest! Here is the prisoner^ as thou 
hast commanded. 

Caiphas. Bring Hiim nearer, that I can look Him in the 
face and question Him. 

Selva. Step forward and give honour to the chief of 
the High Council. 

Caiphas. So Thou art the man who fancies He can 
bring ruin to our Synagogue? and to the law of Moses? 
Thou art accused of having excited th-e people to disobe- 
diense, of having despised the ancient doctrine of the 
Fathers, of violating the divine commandment of keeping 
holy the Sabbath day, of having even indulged in blas- 
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phemous sayings and deeds. — Here stand honourable 
men, who< are prepared to verify with tlieir testimony the 
truth of these accusations. Hear them, and then Thou 
mayest acquit Thyself, if Thoil eanst. — 
Nun. I can testify, that this man excited the people 
by publietly caliing the members of the Council and 
the Scribes — hypocrites, wolveat in sheep's etothing, 
blind leaders of the Mind iand tokf ris not to follow ttieir 
works. 

E I j as. I ahio bdar wihiess to that and can add that He 

forbade the pxeopte to pay tribute to Caesar. 

Nun. Yes such sayings? I have also heard. 

C a i p h a s. What answerest Thou to that? Thou art silent? 
Hast nothing to say against it? 

Oad: I have frequently seen, how in defiance of the 
statutes of the Fathers^ H-d with His disdptes set down 
to table with unwasi iiect hanctsl^ I have seen how He had 
friendly intercsurse with publicans und sinners and 
went into their hcHises to share their meals. 

Witnjesses. We all have frequently seen the same. 

Gad. I have heard from trustworthy persons, that He 
has even spoken to Samaritans, yes even stayed with them 
for days. ; 

Nun. I also was an eye witness, how on a Sabbath day 
He did what isi forbidden by Ood^ law, heal the siek 
and the affUeted, without shame. Yes He even incited 
also others to break tiie Sabbath day. So He commanded 
a man to earry hi$ bed home on the Sabbath day, another 
to bathe in the pond of Siloah. 

E 1 i a b. Of this I also was,' an eye witness. 

CaiphasL WHat hjast Thou to( say to these statements? 
Hast Thou no answer to ^ve? , 

Oad. Thou hast — I myself was present, assumed to 
forgive sins, that only beiongs( to Gkxi! Thou hast thus 
blasphemed God. — 

Nun. Thou hast called God, Thy Father and dared pro- 
claim, that Thou and the Father were one. Thou hast 
made Thyself equal to Ood. 

6 



Uigiiized by Google 



Eliab. Thou hast raised Thyself above our Father 
Abraham and dared declare that Thou hast been^ before 
Abraham was. 

Raphim. Thou bast saiid: I am ablef to destroy the temple 
of Ood and hi threie days to rubuild it 

Eiiezer. I h^ardl Thee say: I will destroy this temple 
built by man's hands and set one up in three daya 
that is not built by man's hand's. 

C a i p h a s. Thou hast ascribed to Thyself a superhuman, 
divine power! Those are heavy aecusations — and 
they, are lawfully testified. Contradiet, if Thou canst! 
I see, that Thou wishes^t to save Thyself by hem^ silent 
— Thou venturest not to confess before the Fathers of 
the people^ before Thy judgesi^ what Thou hast taught 
to the people. 

Annas. If Thou art the Anointed one, tell us! 

Christ If 1 tell ye, ye will not believe me, and if 1 
put a question to ye, ye will neither answer me, nor 
release me. 

Caiphas. I, the high priest, adjure Thee by the living 
Ood! that Thou tell usj it Thou be the Christ, the Son 
of God? 

Christ. Thou hast saici It^ I am fie Nevertheless I say 
to you, hereafter you shall see the Son of man sitting 
on the rigfht hand of tbk power of Ood, and coming in the 

clouds of heaven. 

Caiphas. He hath blasphemed: What further need have 
we of witnesses? Beliold now you have heard tlie blas- 
phemy. What think you? 

All. He is quilty of death. 

Caiphas. He has been unanimously declared guilty of 
death. Yet not I, nor the High Council, the divine law 
itself pronounces the sentence against Him. Ye 
masters of the law, I summon you to answer. What 
says the- holy law of him who is disobedient to the 
authority instituted by Ood? 
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J o s u e* Whoever is proud ^nd wiU not fbty the command- 
ment of the Pikst, who serves at the isame tune the 
Lord, thy Ood, according tQ the judgment of the judge, 
that man shall die and £ott shalt blc^ out the evit fmn 

Israeli | 

<Z a i p h a s. What threatens the law to the Sabbath breaker ? 

EzechieL iKeep my Sabbath^ for it is sacred to you! 
Who profanes it, siudl b0 guilty of death. Who does a 
work on that day, lua isoul shall be cast out of the people. 

C a i p h a s. Wivit punishment does the law decree to the 
blasphemer? 

Nathanael. Tell the children of Israel: A man, who 
curses his God shall bear his punishment, and he who 
slanders the name of ;the} Lord, shall die! The whole com- 
munity shall stone him, be he ai native or a stranger! 
Who slanders the name of the LonI shall be put to death. 

C a i p h a s Thus the judgment is pronomiced over this 
Jesus of Nazareth, pronounced according to the law. 
Fathers ot thc\ people of Israel! It is now your due to 
speak the finat sentence about the guilt and punishment ol 
this manl 

AIL He as quilty of blasphemy, H;e ha« deserved death. 

C a i p h a s. Lead Him away. 

Selp^ia. Come, Mesj&iahl We will assign to Thee Thy 
palace. , 

Balbus* There Thou shall receive the homage, due 
to you. 

AIL Yes away with him. He shall die 01 We shall not 
trest until He is put to death. 

Annas. God grant, that soon the hour will come, that 
will deliver us for fever from our enemies. 

A 1 1. God grant it I 

IV* Scene. 

Judas. Is it true that you have sentenced my Master tQ 

death? 

6* 
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Rabbi. How daresi thou push thy way into tht 
Assembly? out with thee. Thou wilt be called if thou 
art wanted. 

Judas. I must know. Have you oondenmed Him? 

A 1 1. He must die. 

Judas. Woel woe! 1 ha ve^ sinned 1 1 have betrayed this 
righteous man and you, bloodthirsty Judges^ have con* 
demned and muidered Innocence. 

AIL Juda! Rest silent or. — 

Judas. No more rest for me! No more for you I The 
blood of innocence calls for vengeoncel 

Caiaphas. What confuses thy soul? Speak! But speak 
witli' relBpect! Thou standst before the High Coundll 

Judas. You mean to deliver up to death One who is 
innocent of any crime! You may not doiiit! I shall protest.' 
You have made me at betrayer! Those cursed pieces of 
silver! 

Annas. Thou hast offered thyself, and hast taken the 

money. 

Josaphat. Consider Juda! See! Thou ha^it received 
what thou asked for And if. — 

Judas. I will have no more! I tear up your infamous 

contract! Give up the innocent man! 

Rabbi. Get thee gone, thou fool! 

Judas. I demand bade thei innocent man! My hands shall 

be clean of His blood. — 

Rabbi. What? Thou infamous betrayer! Thou wishest 
to teach law to the High Council? Know thou, thy 
Master must die, and thou hast delivered Him up to His 

de«thi 

All. He must die! 

Judas. He must die! And I am a betrayer! 1 Have 
delivered Him up to His death! Thea tear me to pieces 
ye devils of the deepest Hell; destroy me I — Here 
bloodhounds, take your cursed bk)od money! 
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Caipjias. Why dost thoii let thyself be made use of, 
widbout thiakiog of the consequences? 

AIL Look to tfaysdf t 

J u d a SL Then my soul shall be ruined — my body shalt 
burst and you. — 

AIL Be still and get away from here. 

Jttdat» You all shall sink into the k>west hell with me! 

V. Scene. 

Calaphas. A madman! 

Anna s. I had 'tai presentiment of this! 

AmranandOzieL it is his own fault. 

Calaphas. He may now repent of what be has done. He 
has betrayed his friend; we pursue our evemy. — I Keep 
firmly to my resolve, and if anyone here is of different 
ppinion, let him stand forth I 

AIL No, what has been decided, shall be carried out I 

C aiaphaa What shall we do with this money? As it is* 
bk)odnioney it cannot be put back into the Offertoiy. 

Annas. We mig(ht use it for somel profitable purpose, with 
the consent of the liigh CounciL 

Saras. We need a burying place for strangers. We might 
buy an acre of land for that purpose. 

All. Yes, we agree. 

Calaphas. Is a suitable acre to be had? 

Saras. Yes, a potter in the town has a piece of land, that 
is to be had for the price. 

Calaphas. Then Saras may dose the bargain. 

Saras. I will manage the affair. 

Calaphas. We are nearer our aim. We mu^ now go 
forward resolutely. We must take the criminal before 
the tribunal of Pilate. However we must let Pilate 
know beforehand, so that judgment can bee proclaimed be- 
fore* the feast. 
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Rabbi. Some of the Coundllors might go to him before- 
hand, and beg him to take the matter in hand without 
delay. 

Caiaphad. Thou thyself. Rabbi: than Danabas and 
Rabittth. Oo you in advonce! We shalt soon follow yoiL 
So this day wiH see the religion of onr Fathers saved, 

and the honour of the Synagogue heightened, so that the 
echo of our fame reach to our latest descendants. 

Gerson. After centuries they will speak of us I 

AIL Yes, death to the Galilean. 

VI. Scene. 

R a b i n t h. In what way shall we now present our petitioii) 
to Pilate? For in the house of the Gentile we may not 
enter, else we are unclean, to eat the. Paschal Lamb, 

Rabbi. However we shall have to present our petition 
through his servants, I am known in the house! Let 
me but knoek at the gate* Someone would be there. 
Yes someone comes. 

0 u i n t u s. Welcome, Rabbi ! Step in ! 

Kabbi. Our law does not allow us to do so today. 

Quintus. So? Can I perhaps execute your commis- 
sions? 

H a b b i. We beg you to do so. We are here, seiit 
by the High Priest, to request the august governor of 
the emperor, to permit the High Council to appear 
before him and to lead t>efore him the malefactor to 
confirm the sentenes of death. 

Quintus. I will report it at onoe to my master. Wait 
here during the time. 

R a b i n t h. It is sad, tliat we must needs knock at the 
door of a gentile, to have the ssLy'mgs of the holy law 
fulfilled. 

Rabbi Be comforted! If onoe the native enemy is put 
out of the way, whd knows, whether we shall not soon 
be rid of these strangers? 



. kj i.cd by Googl^ 



f 

- 87 — 

Da ri abas. Oh might I live to see the day, which will 
bring liberty to the children of Israel. 

Q u i n t u s. The governor greets you! You shall announce 
to the High Priest, that Mate Is ready to hear the 
petition of the High Council. 

Rabbi. Accept our thanks for thy kind endeavours I Now 
let us hasten, to make the announcement to the 
High Priest — 

VIL Scene. 

Agar. See, come hither with your Watehl 
Sara: Here it is more comfortable. 

JSlelchi. Truly, ye good children! Halloh, comrades! 
In there! It is better, to camp (en) within these halls. 

Arphaxad. Well, here it pleases me. Had we but come 
sooner! Oh I how foolish — we continually stande 
outside under the bright sky and freeze. But, where 
far a fire? < 

Panther. Go, Agar and Sara bring some hither and 
wcxKi to put on after wards. 

Agar. Willingly. 

Sara. Ye shall have it at once. 

Mob. The trial seems to take the whole night. 

M e 1 c h i. Yea, yea it may hist long, until aH the witnesses 
have been heard. 

Panther. And the accused will make use of all his 

eloquence to find a way out. 

Arphaxad. But it will not help him. The members of 
the Council have been too much offended by him. 

Agar. Here ye have warmth. 

Sara. And wood and firetongs. 

Mob. Many thanks, ye good maidens! 

Panther. Now let us give heed that the fire go 
not out! ' - I 
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Agar. John! Thou also comest here in the middle of 

night? Step in! Here thou canst warm thyself! Is it 

not so? Ye men, ye also allow a little space to this 
young man? 

Mob: Certainly^ come hither! 

John. Oood Agar! A companion Isi with me, may he 

not also come in? 

Agar. Where is he? Let him enter! Why should he stand 
outside in the cold? Weil^ where is he? 

John. He stands on the threshold; tnit does not dare 
enter. 

Agar. Step in, |g)ood friend, be without fear. 

Mob. Friend, come thou also here! Warm thyself! 

Arphaxad. Nothing ia yet to be seen or heard of the 
prisoner. . I 

Mob. How long shall we have to wait here? 

Panther. Probably he will come out of the trial as one 
condemned to death, 

Arphaxad. I wonder, whether inquiries wiH not be 

made for his disciples. 

Mob. We should have a iiice piece of woiic to catsh 
them all. ! 

Panther. It will not be worth while. When the master 
is gone, these Oaltkans will run away« and will be 
seen no more in Jerusalem. 

Arphaxad. At least a thorough chastisement should 
be dealt out to him, who in the garden defended him- 
self and struck off Malchus ear. i 

Mob. Yea, then it would be said: Car for earl 

Panther. Absurd ideal No, no, this rule cannot be 
applied here: Malchus has got bade hiai ear. | 
'Agar. 1 have noticed thee a long time; If I am not 
mistaken, thou art one of the disciples of the man of 
Galilee? Yea, you, thou wast with Jesus, the Nazarene. 

Peter. I ? no, it is not so. Woman, I know him nott 

' I know not, what thou safest. 
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Sara* Behold. This man also was with jesus of Nazareth. 

Several. Art thou also one of his disdples? 

Levi. Yea, thou art also one of thiese. 

Peter. Oh man^ I am not! By my soul, I know not 
the man. 

A b d i a s. See this man! Verily he also was with him! 

Peter. I know oot^ what ye want of mei What is this 
man to me? 

Several Surely thou also art one of them, thou also 
art a Oalllean, for even thy speech doth discover thee. 

Peter. God is my witness, tha;t I know not the man, of 
whom thou speakest. 

M e I ch i. What ! Saw 1 not thee in, the garden, where my 
cousin Maldius' ear was cut off? 

Mob. Get yourselves ready! The prisoner is being 
brought here! 

Panther. Well, what is the resiult? 

Selpha. He is sentenced to death. 

Mob. Ah poor King! 

S e 1 p h a. Come now, comradesl Until the morning dawns 
we must watch him. 

Levi. Come! He will shorten, the tedkmsness of the ttane. 

VIII. Scene. 

Peter. Oh best of Masters ! How low Uav^e I fallen I 
O, 1 am a weak, miserable wretch! Thee, my loving 
Iriend and Master havej I denied! Denied three times! 
Thee, for whm 1 had promiaed to die. — Cursed be 
my infamous nnfaith fubiess. — Eternally shall my heart 
feel this contemptible cowardice ^ Lord! my Kind Lord! 
Ha Thou stm merey for me, mierey for a unfaithful 
servant, O then givel it; me, give it to me! But this time 
listen to the voice of a repentant hear! — Ah! the sin 
has been done, I cannot undo it, but for ever I shall 
weep over it, and dq penance for it. Never, nevermore 
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will 1 kaVe Thee! O Thou kindest of men! Thou will not 
cast me out? Not despise my bitteij repentance? No, the 
aoft, compassionate look that Thou gavest me Thy deeply 
sunk disciple, tell me Thou mh foigive me! Thistrast 
I have in Thee, best of IHasteis. And tiie whde love of my 
heart shall from henceforth be Thine, to ding to Thee 
truly and firmly! And nothing, nothing shall prevail on 
me to part from Thee! 

IX. Scene. 

(The prison — The derision) 

Levi. Is this throne not too bad for. Thee, great King. 

iVlelchl. We greet Thee, newly made sovereign! 
But seat Thee more firmly, lest Thou fall down. 

Levi. Thou art also a prophet? Say, great Elias, who 
struek Thee? ; 

Abdias, Was it 1? 

Levi What is it then? Nearest Thon not? Sleepest 
Thon? 

All. He is deaf and dumb! A nice prophet! 

Abdias. Oh woe! Oh woe! Our King has fallen 
from his throne. 

Levi. What is to be done? We have no more a King. 

Melchi. Thor art an object of pity - and formerly 
such a great Miracle worker 1 Now so weak and 
languid! 

Abdias. Come, we will help Him on to his throne! 

AIL Rise up, mighty King! Receive again our homage. 

Dan. Well, how is it with our new king? 

AIL He neither ^akfl nor makes anysigns: we can do 
nothing whit him. 

Dan. The High Priest and Pilate will make him eloquent 

Caiaphas sends me; it is now time to present him. 
Selpha. Arise, comrades! 

LevL Npwget up! Thou hast been kiiig long enough! 
AIL Away with Thee! thy kingdom 1st at an end! 



Digitized by Google 



- 9J - 



X. Act. 

The despair of Judas. 

^ PROLOGUE. 

Why doth Judas wander about, confused? 
He 19 tortured by his wieked conscience. 
The bloody guilt weighs down his soul. 
And changes into fire the wages of sin. 

Bewail Judas^ what thou hast done! 
Oh blot is out with tears of repentance! 

Meekly hoping, pray for grace. 

The gate of salvation is yet open for thee. 

Oh woe! bitter remorse torments him, 

But through the darkness no ray of hope doth shine; 

Too great, too great is my sin 

Cries he with Cain, the fratricide! 

Like him^ unoonsoled and unrepented 
Wild despair seizes him with terror. 
This is the final reward of sin: 
To such a fata, ttsf victims are driven. 



Tableau: 

''Woe to the man^' so spake the Lord 
''By whom I am betrayed'' 
It had been better for him 

If ne er he had been bom. 

And now this woe, of which jcsus spake, 

Follows the footsteps of Judas, 

He shall not miss sins full reward 

The blood he sold cries loud for vengeance. 

Driven to raving by his conscience 

Chastised by all furies of rage, 

Judas wanders about restlessly. 

And finds nowhere repose. — 
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Judas. Where can I go to hide my fearful shame? No 
forest-shade Is dark enough, no mottntaln<ave is deep 

enough — Oh Earth! open; thou and swallow me? I can 
not, can not Hve! Ah my Master, the best of men, 
have I sold, given Him up to ill-treatment and to the 
tortures of a Martyr's death — I, detestable betrayer! Oh! 
where is there a man on earth on whom such guilt 
rests! How good He alwaysJ was to me! How sweetly 
did He comfort me when dark gloom lay on my $oul! 
How wondrously happy 1 felt when I sat at His feet, 
and heavenly teachings, dropped like honey, from His 
mouth! How sweetly He adtnooiriied, even warned me, 
as I brooded over the scandalous treachery. — The dear 
Lord ! and I — I have repaid Him thus! — Accursed ava* 
rice — thou only hast led me! astray, thou hast made mt 
blind and deaf. Thou wast the ring that Satan fastened 
on me to drag me to the abyss. Ah no more a disciple, 
I can never look my brethren in the face again. — An 
outcast, hated everywhere, everywhere despised, even by 
those who led me astray, branded as a traitor, erring, 
I wander, with this fire burning within me! Ah there 
is still One! Oh if I might see His face once more! I 
would ding to Him, my only, only hope and anchor. But 
this One — lies in prison, is peihaps already murdered by 
wrathful enemies — Ah! no — ^ By me, by me! I, I am the 
outcast who has brought Him to prison and to death. 
Oh woe Is me! 'Scunt of mankind! There 4s no help for 
me, there is no hope. My crime it is too great — nol 
penance can make it good — He is dead and I am His 
murderer! Unhappy hour in which my mother brought 
me into the world — shall I still longer dra^ out this 
wretched life — As a pest-stricken, fleeing from men, 
shunned, demised by all men! No — not one step further 

— I can bear nor more! — Here accursed life will I end 
thee. On this tree will hang the most wretched fruit. 

— Ha! come, thou serpent; wind about my neck and 
strangle the betrayer! 
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L Scene. 

People. Death to thee, thou false Prophet! 

A b d i a s. Ha! Art thou already so full of fear that thou 
wilt not move on? 

Selpha. Drive him on! 

Melchi. Shall some one carry thee? 

Levi. Move on. Thy journey will not be much longer. 
People. Only to Calvary. 

Abdias. Theo^, on the ero69 canst thou m comfort rest. 

Caiaphas. Silence now, that our arrival may be announced. 

II* Scene. 

Q u i n t u s. What does this crowd of people mean ? 

Rabbi. The High Coundi has assembled here. 

Quintus. I will announce It at once. 

Rabbi. Heareth! He will not delay to make our pre- 
sence known. { 

Caiaphas. Ye members of the Sanhedrim! if ye have 
at heart our holy traditions, our honour, the peace of 
the whole land, heed this moment! It decides t>etween us 
and that fabe teadier. If ye are men in whose vehis 
the blood of our fathers flows, then persevere! Stand 
fast by your determination! 

The Councillors. Long live our fathers! Death to 
the impostor! 

C a lap bias. Resit not until hQ ts blotted from among the 
number of the living. 

Council. We will not rest! We demand his death, his 
blood. I 

The people. Hearest thou, king, Prophet? 

III. Scene. 

Caiaphas. Governor, representative of the Great Em- 
peror oi Rome! 
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All. Health and blessing on thee! 

Ca lap has. We have brought here before thy Judgmen 
seat a man called Jesus, and we beg thee to allow the 
death sentence, pronounced by the Sanhedrim, to be 
carried out [ 

Pilate. Bring him forth. What accusation 'bring ye 
against this man? 

Caiaphas. If he were not a malefactor, we would not 
have delivered him up unto thee, but would have puni- 
shed him according to our laws. 

Pilate. Well, of what misdeed is he guilty? 

Calaphas. He has, in many ways, gravely offended the 
holy laws of the Oitldren of Israel. 

Pilate. Then take him and judge him according to your 
laws. ' ! 

Annas. By the Sanhednm he has already been fudged 
and found worthy of death. 

Priests. By our laws he deserves death. 

Calaphas. It Is not lawful for us to pronounce the death . 
sentence upon anyone. 

Therefore we bring the petition for the execution 
of the sentence to the representative of Caesar. 

Pilate. How can I sentence a man to death, without 
knowing the crime of which he is accused? And before 
T am convinced that he is worthy of death? What has 
he done? ! 

Rabbi. The sentence of the High Council against the man 
was unanimously pronounced. And founded upon the most 
exact examination of his crime. It does not appear ne- 
cessary that the illustrious Governor should trouble him- 
self with further examination. 

Pi Late. What? ye dare to demand that 1, the representa- 
tive of Caesar, will be) a tool in your hands to carry your 
designs to fulfillment? Far be it from- me? I must know 
what law he has broken, and how he has broken it. 
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C a i a p h a s. We havei a law, and according to this law he 
must die, for he haai called himself the Sod. of Qod. 

A mi el. We have all heard this blasphemy from his own 
ntouth. 

Annas. Therefore we must insist that he pay the de- 
creed penalty of death. 

Pilate. After such talk as this, which at most is only 
the fruit of the most fanatical imagination, no Roman can 
find this man gfuilty. Who knows but what he may be 
the son of some god? if you have no other crime to 
lay to his chaiige, da not suppose that i will fulfill your 
request 

Caiaphas. Not only against our holy law, but also 
against the Emperor himself, is this man guilty of the 
most serious offences. We have found him to l>e an 
instigator, and a false teacher of the people. 

All. He is a disturber of the people^ an agitator. 

Pilate. I have already heard of one Jesus, who went 
about the land teaching and performing wonderful deeds 
But I have never heard, of his having caused an upris- 
ing, if any thing of the kind had occured, I should have 
known it before you, as the peace of the land is in my 
bands; and 1 <a|m well-informed of the ways and doings 
of the Jewsi. So say: when and where has he caused 
an uproar?' 

Nathanael. He gathers thousands of people about him, 
and very recently, surrounded by such a multitude, he 
made a triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

P Hate. I know it; but there was nothing in the way of 
an uproar. 

Caiaphas. Is it not sedition when he forbids the people 
to pay tribute to Caesar? 

PiUte. Where is thy proof ? 

Caiaphas. Proof enough, in that he declares he is the 
Messiah, the King of Israel — Is tliat not a challenge for 
the people to desert Casar? 
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Pilatus. I admire your newly awakened zeal for the 
authority of the Emperor. Hearest thou, what heavy 
accusations these bring; against thee? What answerest 
thou? I 

Christ, (answers nothing). 

CaiAphasL See! He cannot deny them. 

E z ek t e !. His silence is tproof of his guilt 

All. Condemn him, then. 

Pilate. Have patience. There isj plenty of time for that 
I will examine him privately. Perhaps* when he is no 
longer intimidated by the numbei* and tiie vehemence of 
his accusers, he will give me speech and answer to my 
questions. Qo, my soldiers will take him in diaiige. — 
But ye — consider agaitf the ground or the groumttess- 
ne^ of your accusations — ^ and examine well if they do 
not come from interested motives^ 

J o 9 u e. All has been examined and considered. The law 
itself condemns him to death. 

Rabbi. This causes a vexatious delay. 

CaiiaphAs. Do not lose courage — persistence will win 

the victory. 

IV. Scene. 

Pilate. Thou hast heard the accusatkMi which the Council 
brings against thee — Oive me answer, therefore. Thou 

hast called thyself, as they say, the Son, of Ood — From 

whence comest thou? 

Pilate. Speakest thou not unto me ? Knowest thou not 
that I have power to crucify thee^ and have power to 
release thee? 

Chrjet Thou oouldest have no power at aD against me^ 
except it were given thee from above; therefore he 

that delivered me unto thee hath he greater sin. 

Pilate. A frank^ candid answer! Art thou the King of 
the Jews? 

Christ. Sayest thou this tUngf of thyself, or did others 
tell it thee of me? 
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r P i 1 a t e. Am; I a Jew ? Thine own nation and the chief 
f priests have delivered thee unto me. They accuse thee, 

that thou wouidest be the king of Israel — What hast 

thou done? 

Ch rist My kingdom is not of this worid: If my king- 
dom where of this worid, then wouM my servantft f igh^ 
tliat I should not bef delivered to the Jews; but now is 
my kingdom not from hence. 

Pilate. Art ithou a king then? 

Christus. Thou sayest that 1 am a king. To this end 
was I bom, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear !witnes$ of the truth every one that 
ia of the truth heareth my voice. 

Pilate. What is truth? 

V. Scene. 

Q u i n t u 5. My lord, Claudius hasi come in haste, sent by 
thy wife, to bring thee a pressing message. 

Pilate. Let him comt to me. Lead the accused into the 
outer court. What word dost thou bring me from my 
dear wife? 

C I a ;u d i u s. She greets thee and begs of thee, for thine 
own, mi her good, ;|that thou have {nothing to do with that 
just person that is accused before thy judgment-seat; for 
she has suffered many things this day m a dream be-* 
cause of hun. 

Pilate; Return^ and tell her, she need have no fear I 
will have nothing to do with these proposals of the 
Jews, but will do my utmost to save hun. 

VL Scene. 

Pilate. I wish I had nothing to do with this nuitter. 

What i^ your opinion, my friejids, of the accusations 

of the high priests? 
Mela. It appears to me that they are moved only by 

envy and jealousy. Their words and their k>oks show the 

bitterest hate. 

7 
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S y 1 V u s. The hypocrites mak^e it appear asi if the authority J 
of Caesar was a matter that lay very near their beartM 
while it is wi^ their own authority that they are cooS 
cemed, which they believe endangered through tMsf greal| 
teacher of the people. \ 

Pilate. I think as ye do. I cannot believe that ihls^ 
man has criminal plans in his mind. He has so much that > 
is noble in his fac6 and in his bearing. His speech also , 
testifies to such noble frankness and a nature so highly 
gifted that he seems to| me a very learned man, perhaps 
SQ learned, that these dark minded men cannot endure 
his light » And th^ troubled dream that my wife bad on 
account of himl What if he were really of htgher des- 
cent? — No> I will on no account comply with 0ie 
donands of the piksts. Let ttie high priests appear once 
more and the accused again be led out of the 
judgment-hall. 



VIL Scene. 

Pilate. Here have ye youit prisoner again. — I find no 
fault in him. | 

Annas. We have the promise of Caesar that our laws 

shall he uph<!ld. How is it possible that he can be found 
without fault when he treads these laws unter foot? 

AIL He as guilty of death. ^ 

CaiaphasL Is he not worthy of punishment when he I 
mischieviously violates that which by the will of C^esw | 

is guaranteed us. 

Pilate. I have told you. If hte hath trangressed your 
law, then punish him according to your laws, as far as 
ye are able. I cannot pronounce the death-sentence 
upon him^ because! I find nothing in hun, acooiding to 
the laws by wUchf I am authorised to act worthy of 
death, j 

Calaph'as. If any one declares himself a king in a pro- 
vince of Cnesar, is h*^ not a rebel? Does he not deserve 
death as the pimishiiient for high treason? 
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Pilate. Even if this man has called himself a king, this 
word of many meanings woul4 not by any means autho- 
me me to sentence him. Wiith us it is publicly taught that 
every wise man — is a king. Proofs that he has assumed 
royaJ power, have ye not brought forward. 

N a t h a n a e 1. Is it not proof enough, when through him 
tiie entire people are stirred-up, when he fills the whole 
of Judea with his teachings, from Galilee, where he first 
drew followers unto himself, even unto Jerusalem? 

Pilate. Did he come out of Galilee? 

A 1 1. Yes he is a Galilean. 

Rabbi. His home is in Nazareth, in the juhsdictton of 
King Herod. 

Pilate. If that is the case, I am* exempted from the 
office of judge. Herod, the King of OaHlee, has come 
here for the Passover — he can judge his own subject. 
Take him away and bring Mm before his own king — 
Let him be conducted by my body-guard. — 

Calaphas. Away then to Hcro4 — with him, who pro- 
fesses the faith of our fathers, we shall find a better 
protector for our holy laws. 

Annas. And if a thousand obstacles stand In the way — 
the transgressor must meet his deserved punishment. 

A 1 1. One hour sooner or. later! He must die. And to-day, 
too! 



Christ before Herod. 

PROLOGUE, 

There awaiteth further shame for the beloved Saviour, 
When before Herod's court; for to this haughty Prince 
Neither His prophetic gift nor His mirack-power will He show 
To flatter the monarch'a vanity. 

Therefore la the All^-Wise treated by these fools 

Even as a Fool, and m<Kking]y clothed in white rahnent. 

And exhibited to public gaze, as a pastime for the monarch 

And his princely hirelings. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



— 100 — 

The mighty hero Samson, feared once by all his enemies 
Now of his sight deprived, exhibited as a captive 
Stands^ derided and mocked and despised on account of 

his weakness 

Before the Phihstines. 

But He who now seem^ weak, will yet reveal His power; 
He, who degraded stands, will in His majesty shine. 
Above undeserved scorn Virtue rises ever and is 
In triumph enthroned. 

Tableau. 
Samson i& made sport of by Uie PhiUstiiies. 
Chorus: 

In vain before the heathen judgment seat 
The priests stir up the flames of passion 
The Roman's steadfast mind they cannot diange. 
Angers damour moves him not. 
One word — one only, 
And Jesus to Herold isi dragged. Alas! 
Who thinks the Saviour's sight a jest; 
Behold this new disgrace! 
Sec Samson, see, his strong hand now 
The chain of slavery must bear 
The hero who his thousand slew 
The garb of scora novA wears. 
So dreadful once to enemies 
He serves as aim foi$ all their scom^ 
Philistines use him for their sport 
Thus also Jesus, Son of Qoa, doth stand 
Reviled, derided, in robes of white 
And overwhelmed with scorn and spite. 

Herod, treats Christ mokingly and with scorn and sends him back 

to pilate. 

I. Scene. 
Herod's H«U. 

Herod So you have the famous Mirade-worker, Jesus 
of Nazareth, a prisoner. 
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Z a b u 1 o n. Certainly. O King! 1. saw him, and recognized 
bim at once. 

Herod. I have wished for a long time to see this man 
about whose works the whole land is speaking, whom 
the people follow in crowds as if drawn by magic. In 
is not possible that John has come to life again? 

N a ass on. John worked no miracles, but of this man are 
things told that are indeed wonderful, if they are not 
exaggerated in the telling. 

Herod. Now that I shall see him so unexpectedly I am 
eager to prove his wonder-working power. 

Manasse. He will he very willing O, King, to give thee 
this pleasure, in order to have thy favour against the 
accusations of his opponents. 

Herod. Say to the priests, that they may bring in the 

prisoner. 

Manasse. They will bring up all kinds of accusations 
against this man; for they are forsaken by all the people. 

Herod. That they may do before Pilate; here I have 

nothing to* judge or to question. 

m 

Naasson. Perhaps they have been turned away by the 
Governor, and are inking another way to obtain their 
end. 

Herod. I do not meddle in their pious controversies. I 
will only see him, ancl prove his miradet^, with my own 
eyes. 



II. Scene. 

Caiaphas. Mighty King! 

All the priests. Health and blessing be upon thee from 
the Almighty! 

Caiaphas. The Sanhedrim has taken this prisoner and 
brings him before the King that he may confirm the 
sentence as lawful. 

Nathanael. The law demands his death. 
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Annas. May it please the King to cx>nf irm the sentence oi 
the Synagogue. 

H e r o d« How can I be a judge in a foreign territory? 

00 to your own Oovemor. He will do justice. 

C a i a p h a s. Pilate sent Mm here, because he is a Gali- 
lean and thy subject. 

Herod. Is this man in my jurisdiction! Who is he? 

All the prtestfs. He is Jesus of Nazareth. 

Caiaphas. Therefore said Pilate: Let King Herod pro- 
nounce sentence upon his subject. 

Herod. Pilate said this? That is singular! Pilate sends 
him to mel' Grants met leave to act asi judge in his own 
province! 

N a a s s o n. It seems as if the Governor wishes to make 
approaches to our King. 

Manas se. Certainly, he must feel how agreeable it is to 
have the King's friendship. 

H erod. It shall be to me a token of his new friendship. 
Much have I heard Of thee by report, and long have 

! wished to see the man, at whom all lancfs wonder. 

Rabbi. He is* a deceiverl 

Priests. An enemy to our holy law. 

Herod. I have heard that thou canst read the secrets 
of men, and tell of deeds, that pass! the bounds of human 
knowledge. Let us have a proof, a token of thy wlsdoiOf 
and great power. We will honour thee, aa the people do, 
and beheve on thee. 

Sacoch. O King, do not let thyself be led astray. He 
is in league with Beelzebub. 

Herod. That is all the same to me. Listen: Last night 

1 had a wonderful dream. If thou canst tell me what I 
dreamed, then I will value thee as a good reader of 
hearts. 

Christ (silent). 

Heriod. Thou canst not go so far. Perhaps thou canst 
Interpret my dream if I tell it thee. I dreamed I stood 
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battlement of my palace at Herodhim and saw 

the sun go down. Suddenly a man stood before me^ 

he stretched out his hand and pointed toward the Occi- 
dent and said: "Look there! There in Hesperia is thy 
sleeping place." Scarcely had he said it than his figure 
melted into mist, I started, and awoke. If thou art as 
enlightened as Joseph, when he stood before the King 
of Egypt, interpret unto thy King this dream, 

Christ (sflent). 

Herod. Art thou not versed in this matter? Well, show 
us thy famous miracle-working power! Cause it to be- 
come suddenly dark in thist hall; or raise thyself and de- 
part from us, without touching the floor; or transform 
the roll on which thy death-sentence is written into a 
serpent — Thou wilt not ? ^ Or canst thou not ? That ought 
to be easy for t}tee. They tell of much greater miracles 
of thine. He 6fM not stir. Ah, I see well that the 
reports of his great doings are only the idle saying iof 
the people; he knowsi noAing and can do nothing. 

N a as son. It is easy to deceive the foolish people. It 
is a different thing to stand before the wise and mighty 
King. 

Man^sae. If thou hast any thing in tiiee, why is thy 
wisdom speechless here? Why does thy power vanish 
as a soap-bubbto? 

Herod. There is nothing in him. He is a foolish fellow, 
whom the applause of the people has made mad. Let 
him go. He is not worth the trouble you are making 
about him, 

Caiaphias. O King, do not trust this crafty fellow. He 
makes himself out a fool only in order to obtain a 
milder sentence. 

Annas. If he is not put out of the way, he will puf 
the Kinjg's person m danger, for he has dared set hiffl'> 
self up as Ung. 

Herod. This man? As a King? As King of fools — that 
is more credible. As such he deserves to (be acknowledged. 




Digitized by Google 



104 - 

As 8udi, I will present him with rayal mantle and 

install him^ with due formalities, as King of all fools. 

All the prielvtfBi Not thul — he is worthy of deathl 

Caiaphas. King, protector of our holy laws, remember 
thy duty to punish thej transgressor, as the law ordains. 

Herod. What have ye then against him? 

Rabbi. He hath violated the Sabbath 1 

Nathan a el. He is la bla^emer! 

All the priests. And as stidi the law declares him 
worthy of death. 

Ezekiel. He also spoke contemptuosly of the temple 
that thy father so magnificently rebuilt for us, for he 
declared that he would build a far more beautiful one, 
in its place in three^ days. 

Herod. Well, there he has proved himself as the King 
of fools. 

Jo sue. The honour in which I hold thee, O King! almost 

forbids me to repeat it. He has also spoken of thee, 
his lord and King, most irreverently, presuming to call 
thee a fox. 

Herod.^ Then he has attributed to me a qualitiy that be 
himself lacks entirely. Clothe him. Wrapped in this reaRy 
beautiful king's mantle he will pby his part well he* 
fore the people; 

Allthepriests. To death with himl to death with him! 
He must die! \ 

Herod. No, 1 will not be guitty of the blood of so exattcd 
a Idng. 

Z a bill on. Ah! there stands the magnificent one! Now 
thou art fine to look at, great mi rack -worker! 

M a n a ss e. All f|he fools in tiie land will be glad to have 
a king so adorned. 

N a a 9 s o n. How astonished thy admirers will be when thou i 
relatest the miracle to them by wliich thou didst earn 
this magnificent raiment from King Herod. 
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Herod. In this worthy attiro[ lead him before the people 
that they may wonder at him to their heart's content'till 
they have seen enough of him. 

Soldier^ Adiior. So come, mirade-workeri and allow 
118 to accompany thee. 

2^^ Soldier, Sopiiar. What an honour for U9 to walk 

by the side of the worshipful mirade-king. 

ill. Scene. 

Caiaphias. Thou hast convinced thyself, O King, fliat 

all his works are lies and frauds, through which he 

deluded and led the people astray. Give then, thy verdict. 

All the priests. Speak the death sentence, as the 
law decrees. 

Herotd. My verdict is, he is a fool and not capable of 
the crimes with which ye burden him. If he has done 

or said anything unlawful it is to be set down to his 
simplicity. 

C a i a p h a s. Take care, oh Kmg tliat thou are not deceived. 

Annas. 1 fear, oh King thou witt Uve to regret it, if 
thou allowest him to go without punishment 

Herod. I fear nothing. A fool must be treated as a fool. 
He has* now done penance for his folly and in the future 
he will leave it of — herewith the trial is at an end. 

Rabbi. Then it is alf over with law, with religion, with 
IHoses and the Prophets! 

Hielrod I shiede by my verdict. 1 {am tired ^nd will meddle 
with this affair no longer. — Pilate may dispose of it 
accord in^r to his official right. Extend to him greeting 
and friendship from King Herod. — 

IV. Sceae. 

Herod. This time our expectations have not been ful- 
filled. 1 had promised myself the greatest pleasure, from 
Ciod knows what kind of miraculous oratory; and we saw 
an ordinary man and heard not one tone from his mouth. 
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Manasses. How false rumour amplifies things^ which 
.wbtn seen near-by are nothing^. 

Herod. Friends, fliis is not John. John spoke, aiid spoke 
witii cuch wisdom and strengtli that one must give lieed 
to him ~- but this man is as dmnb as a fish. 

Let us go. We Mrill make vp for lost time by seeUnK 
some more agreeable entertainment 

V. Scene. 

Christ is. brought again before Pilate, who proposes the choosing 
between Christ and Barabbas; and iets Ciirist be scourgecL 

Caiaphas. Now we must challenge Pilate more im- 
periously, and if he will not do our will, we must extort 
the sentence from him by the Emperor's authority. 

AnnaSL Shall 1 now in my old age see the Synagogue 
overthrown? No! With mis stammering tongue will I 

cry for the life and blood of thisi malefactor and then 

descend into the tomb of my fathers when I have seen 
this evil-doer die upon the' cross. 

Rabbi. We would sooner let ourselves be buned under 
the ruins of the temple, than go back from our resdutioni 

Phariseea Wie will not leave off luntil hie is put to deatt. 

Caiaph;as. Whoever does not abidQ by this decision let 
him be put out of the Synagogue. ' 

Annas. Let the curse of the fathers fall upon him. 

Caiaphas. Time presses; the day advances. Now, now 

must all levers be put in motion so that before the feast 
our wishes may be carried out. 

VL Scene. 
. Pilate and ft^swers appear upon the balcony. 
Caiaphas. We bring the prisoner once more before thy 
judgment-seat, and demand most earnestly his death. 

All members of the council. We insist upon it, he 
must diel ! 

Pilate. Ye brought this man before me as an indter 
of the people; and see, I have beard your oomplatata 
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I myself have examined him, and found nothtog in him 
loudiittg thoae things whereof ye accuse hfan. 

Caiaphas: We stand by our accusations. Heisanoff^- 

(kr worthy of death. 

All members of the council. An offender against 
our law, and against Cxsar* 

Pilate. I sent him, as he was a Qailiean, to (^rod. 
Have you brought forward your accusations there? 

C ai a p h a s. Yes, but Herod would not judge because thou 
art in command here. 

Pilate Yes, but he found nothing in this man worthy 
of death. 1 will have him brought before me, as you 
desire it, and will have hun soouiged and then set free. 

Annas. That is not enough I 

Caiaphas. The law prescribes for such an offender, 
not the punishment of scourging, but the penalty of 
death. : 

All members of the council. To death with him! 

Pilate. Is your hate a^^ainst this man so deep and bitter 
that he cannot satisfy you by the blood from his wounds! 
Ve compel me to tell you openly wliat I think. Urged 
by ignoble passions, you persecute him, because the 
people give more heed to him than to you. 1 have 
heard enough of your hateful accusations; I will now 
hear the voice of the people. A great number of people 
will soon assemble here, accordhig to ancient custom, 
to beg for the releasfe of one prisioner at the feast; then 
will be shown if your accusation is the outcome of 
public sentiment or only of personal revenge. 

Caiaphas. It will be shown, O Governor 1 that thou 

thinkest evil of us unjustly. 
Joaue. It isi njot vengeance, but the holy zeal for the law 

of God that moves us to demand his death. 
Pilate. Ye know of the murderer Barabbas, who lies 

in fetters and of \ds( crimes. Between him and Jesus of 

Nazareth, I will let the people chooee. The one whom 

they ask for, the same will I release. 
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Ail. Release Barabbas. 

AmieL This one to the cross! 

Pilate. You are not the people, the people will speak 
for themselves. In the meantime ! will have this one 
scourged. The soldiers shall lead him away, and scourge 
him according to the Roman law. What ever he has 
done will be atoned for sufficiently, and perhaps the 
blind wrath of hisi enemies will be appeased by the sight 
of the scourging. 



VIL Scene. 

C a i,a p h a s. Pilate calls for the voice of the people. Well, 
we call for it also. Now, valiant Israelites, the time has 
comei Go into the streets of Jerusalem, summon your 
friends, our trusted followers, to oome here. Gather them 
together in great crowds, kindle in them the most glowing 
hate against the enemy of Moses. Try and win the 
wavering ones by the power of your wordsl and by pro- 
mises. Biut terrify the followers of the Galilean by a 
great outcry against them, by insult and mockery and 
threats and, if necessary* by iU«treatment> that not ooe 
will dare to show himself here, much less to open his 
mouth. 

' Traders and Witnesses. We will hasten thither and 
soon return. 

Da than. Each at the head of an excited mobl 

Calaphasi. We will all meet in the street of die San- 
hedrim. 

Members of the council. Hail to you, true disciples 
of Moses 1 

Oerson. Ye will be the first in Israel! 

Calaphas. Let us not waste a second. Let us go and 
meet the crowds to encourage tiiem, to inflame them. 

AnnaSL We will tlieii, from all the streets of Jemsafcm 
lead tSie exasperated people before the judgment-seat 
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Rabbi. Pilate wishes to hear the voice of the people; 
he shall bear it 

Caiaph|ai9. He shall hear the united cry of the nation; 
Free Barabbas! the Galilean to the cross! 

All Free Barabbas! To the cross with the Qalilean! 

VIIL Scene. 

In the court of the JndgiaeDt-taall. 
Casipjus. He has had enough, he is all covered with 
blood. j 

All. Thou pitiable king of the Jews! 

Sabinus. What, what kind of a lung is this? he holds 
no sceptre in his hand;i' wears no crown' upon Ms head? 
Domltius. That can be arranged. 

Caspius. Wait! I will immediately bring the insignia 
of Jewish sovereignty. 

Milo. So thou must again really be king* 

Sabjniis. So king, w(ait -patiently a little while, thou will 
be royally arrayed. 

Caiaphias. See here! Here is certainly lovely finery 
for a king of the Jews! t 

Milo and Sabinui». Is it not so? Thou didst not 
expect such an honour? 

C a s p i ujs. Come Let us put this purple mantk around 
thee. But seat thyself; a king should not stand. 

Milo. And here isi al magnificent pointed crown. Let us 
look at thee! 

Domitiius. Hhiat it may not fall from his head we will 
put it on more securely. 

S a bin us. Here is the sceptre. The crown will not 
come off, now I 

All. What a king! Wei greet thee great ^nd mighty king 
of the Jewsl < 

Servant The prisoner shall be brought Immediately 

Into the judgment hall. 
Sabinus. Ah! Thou comest just at the wrong time. 
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Domitius. Thou hast disturbed in the midst of our 
demaastratioiis of reverence. 

Caspius. It will be done at once. 

Mile Stand up! Thou wilt be led about as a spectacle. 
Sabinus. There will be rejoicing Rxnong the Jewish 

people when, thjeii' appear$ before them in^ full royal 

splendour! 

Caspius. Take him hitiier. We may tarry too long. 



XIV. Act 

Cbrist senteaceil to* death. 

PROLOGUE. 

A very picture of mi^ry, there, the Redeemer stands. 
Even Pilate himself is moved to sympathy for^ Him. 

Have ye then no mercy. 

Oh I ye deceived and misguided people? 

No! By frenzy seized^ they cry: Away to the cross with Himl 
Crying out for death and martyrdom for the Holiest. 

For the murderer Barabbas 

They demand freedom and pardon* 

Ohl how different once stood before the people of Egypt 
Joseph I • While songs of joy resounded on eveiy side; 

Aa the saviour of Egypt 

He was welcomed and looked-'upon. 

But around the Saviour of all, m wrath to raging round 
A furious^ blinded people whidt oeaseth not iiil damour 
Till the unwilling Judge 
Cries: So take Him and crudfy Himl 

Chorus: 

O see the King! See Him in scorn 

As monarch crownM — with! what a crown 1 

And what a siceptre b\ His liandl 

See Him in purple robe array'd. 
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Yea^ and with crimson lagai bedeckM. 
I8 fliat the festal garb of Kings? 
Where on Him is a trace of Deity? 

The sport of cruel hangmen now. 
Behold the Man! 
Cries Pilate pitying: 
See what a man! 



First Tableau. 
Joseph made governor over Egypt 

Joyous shouts before Joseph ring. 
Loud Aall it ring through Egypt, 
JJvt Joseph longl to him be honour! 

A tlKNisandfold shall it resound: 
"Father of Egypt! — friend to all!" 
And all unite, both great and small. 
In our triumphant revelry. 
Thou givest to Egypt pride and joy, 
A strength never known before. 
Joseph, to-day doth Egypt bring 
Her homage full of joy to Thee. 
Loud shall it ring through Egypt 
Live Joseph long 6ic» (Verse repeated.) 

Second Tableau. 
The Goat sacrificed as a Sin-OKering. 
Chorus: 
The ancient covenant's offering this. 
As Ood ordaln'd it should be brought* 
Two goats before His altar placed. 
And then on one the lot doth fall 
The ooe by Ood chosen for Himself. 
Jehovah! through blood-offering 
Again be to Thy people good! 
The blood of goats the Lord doth will 
No more in the new covenant; 
New sacrifice He doth require. 
A Lamb from every blemiish pure 



— 112 — "^^'^ 

Must of this covenant off 'ring be 
His only Son the Lord demaada; 
He cometh quickly — falto — and Ueeds. 

A double chorui now begins singing alternately with people behind 

the scenes: 

Chorus: A murderous cry e'en now I hear! 

People: Barabbas be 

From letters free! 

Chorus: Wild rings, alas! the murderer^s cry. 

People; To the Cross with Him! 

To the Cross with Him! 

Chorus: Oh! took at Him! Oh! look at Him! 
What evil hath He ever done! 

People: If thou release this wretched one 

Then art thou not the emperor's friend. 

Chorus: Woe to thee, Jerusalem! 

The blood of His Sotf will yet avenge ou you 

the Lord. 

People: His blood be on us, and on our ctailditen! 

Chorus: Be it then upon you^ and on your ciiildren! 

Pilate shows the scourged and crowned Christ to the people. These 
demand the release of Barabbas and the death ol Christ The gover- 
norship of Pilate is endangered by threats— he gives the innocent Jesos 
another hearing, and gives Barabbas his freedom and sentences Cbriit 

to death. 

1. Scene. 

Nathanael. Moses, your Prophet summons you! His 

holy laws call for vengeance. 
People. We listen to Moses, we are and will remain 
professors of Moses and his teaching. 

We stand by our priests and teadiers. Away with 
him who lifts Umself up against them! 
Ye are our fathers. We will maintain your honour. 
Annas. Come children. Throw yourselves! into the arms 
of the Sanhedrim. It will save you! 
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E z e c h i e I. Shake it off, shaktf it off — the yoke of the 
deoeiverl 

People. We will know nothui£; more of him, we foltow 
you! 1 

The whole people wishes you success. 

We come with you. We will be free from this false 
teacher — the Nazarene! 

A nil a a You will bcf againt a holy people. 

Caiaphas. The God of your Fathers will receive you. 

People. Ye are our true friends. Long live the High 

Sanhedrim. Long live our priests and teachers! 
Annas. And the Oalflean dies! 
C a i a p h a s. On, let us hasten to I^ilate. 
Nathanjael. His death, his blood let us demand 1 
People. On to Pilate! The Nazarene must die! 

Caiaphas. He falsified the law! He hath despised 
Moses, and the Prophets! He hath blasphemed God! 

People. To death with the false prophet! 
Death by the cross! 
The blasphemer must die! 
Pilate shall let him be crucified! 

Caiaph|as. He will pay for his misdeeds on the cross! 

People. We will not rest until the sentence be spoken. 

Caiaphjasi Hail to you. Children of Israel! Ah, ye are 
still the true descendants of your father Abraham. Oh 
rejoice tliat ye are saved from tlHai utter destrudioa! 
wbidi this deceiver wished tQ bring upon you, and upon 
your children. ; 

Annas. Only by the untiring' effort of your fathers has 

this nation escaped the abyss. 
All the People. Long live; the High Council — Death 

to the Nazarene! 

Priests. Curse on him who does not vote for Ms death! 
All tlie People. We vote for his death! 

Caiaphas. Let hiia be cast out from the lieritagc of 
our fathers. 

m 

s 
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PeopU. Let him be cast off! 

Annas. No part shall bti have with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. 

People. No part shall he have with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. ! 

C a i a p h a s. The Governor will give; you the choice bet- 
ween this blasphemer and Barabbas. Let us insist on the 
freeing of Barabbas. 

All. Let Barabbas go free! Ek)wn with the Nazarenc! 

Annas. Praise be to you, our fathers, who have heard 
our wishes. i 

All. Pilate must consent — Ifae whole nation demands 
it of him! 

Caiaphias. The happiest day for the People of Israeli 
Children I be firm! 

Priests and Pharisees. This day gives back honour 

to the Synagogue, and to the people freedom! 

Caiaphas. Demand the sentence boisterously! Threaten 

with a general tumult! 
AIL We demand the blood of our enonyi 
Servants and Soldiers. Uproarl Tumult! 

All the People. The Nazarene must die! 

Caiaphas. Show courage! Hold out undaunted! The 
righteous cause protects us. 

AIL Pilate, pronounce the death-sentence! 

PomponJus. Silence! Peace! 

AIL No I We will not hoM our peace tiU Pilate consents. 
Pomponius. Pilate will appear immediately. 

AIL We demand the death of the Nazarene! 

Caiaphas. Now let Pilate learn, as he desired, the 
wish of the peq^le! 

11* Scene. 

AIL Judge! Sentence him! 
Pilate. Behold the man! 

Priestsand Pharisees. To the cross — 
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People. To the cross with him! 

Pilate. Can not even this pitiful sight win some com* 
passion from your hearts? 

AIL He dies. To the cross with htm! 

Pilate. So take ye him and cnidfy him at your peril, 
I will have nothing to. do with it, for I can find no fault 
in him. 

Caiaphas. Hear, O Governor, the voice of the peoplel 
They join in our accusation and demand his death. 

People. Yes^ we demand his death! 

Pilate. Lead him down. And let Barabbas be brought 
out of prison; the jailor shall deliver him over at once 
to the chief Lictor. 

Annas; Let Baiabbas live. Pronoimoe the death-sentence 
upon the Nazarene. 

People. To death with the Nazarene! 

Pilate. I do not understand this people. Only a few days 
y^ accompanied this man through the streets of 
Jerusalem with rejoicing, and joyful acclamations, is it 
possible that to-day, these very same people, call down 
death and destruction upon him. That ts a despicable 
fickleness. 

Caiaphas. These good people have learned, at last, 

to sec that they have been deceived by an adventurer, 
who called himself the Messiah, the King of Israel. 

Nathanael. Now are the eyes of these people fully 
opened, when they see that he cannot help himself. He^ 
who promised to bring freedom and salvation to the 
nation. 

Ezechlel. Israel wants no Messiah who lets himself be 
taken and bound and mocked. 

People. Let him diel The false Messiah! The deceiver! 

Pilbte. Men of Judeal It Is the custom that I should 

release unto you one at the passover. Look well at 
these two.' The one mild of coimtenance, dignified in his 
bearing, the picture of a wise teacher — one whom 

s* 
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ye yourselves have honoured longf, not one evil can ' 
be laid to his diarge, and already he has been humiliated 
by the most grievous chastisement. — The other an 
ugly, savage creature, an accused robber and murderer, | 
a horrible picture of a perfect villain. 

T appeal to your reasoiV and human feelings. Choose! 
Which will ye — that i release unto you, Barabbas or 
Jesus, called, the Christ? 

Priests and people. Release Barabbas! 

Pilate. Will ye not that I release unto you the King 
of the Jews! 

Priests and people. Away with Mm. Give us Barab- 
bas! 

C a i a p h ;a s. Thou hast promised to free him whom the 
people choose. 

Pilate. I accustomed to keep my word without being 
reminded of it What shall I do then with the King 
of the Jews? 

Priests and Pharisees. He must be crudfied. 

People. Crucify I Crucify him ! 

Pilate. What! Shall I crucify your King! 

Priests and Pharijseies. We have no King but 
Caesar. 

Pilate. 1 camiot sentence this man, for I find no fault in i 
him. He has been sufficiently cha;stised. I will let him go. 

Priests. If thou lettest thiaf man go thou art no friend 
to Caesar. 

Calaphas. He proclaimed himself a King. 

Priests and Pharisees. Whoso proclaims himself 
King is a rebel against Caesar. 

NatlianaeL Is this rebel to remain unpunished and 
spread still further the seed of revolt! 

People. It is the duty of the Governor to put him out 

of the way. 

Caiaphas. We have done our duty as subjects of Caesar 
and delivered this rebel over to thee, if thou dost not 
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hear our accusations and the voice of the peofjle we are 
free from guilt. Thou, alone, O Governor art respon- 
sible unto Caesar for the consequences. 

Annas. If on account of this man^ universal disquiet and 
revolt ensue we shall know where the g^uilt lies, and 
the Emperor will know it also! 

People. The matter must be brought before Caesar! 

Ezechifel. Thjere will be much surprise in Rome at lear- 
ning that Caesar's governor has taken a traitor under 
his protection, whose death the whole people desire. 

People. Thou must let hintf be executed, else wilt there 
be no peace in the land. 

Pilate. What evil hath he. done? I cannot, 1 dare not 
condemn the Innocent to death. 

Caiaphas. Am I allowed a question? Why art thou so 

anxious about the condemnation of this man, thou who 
a little while agjo, for a seditious cry, caused hundreds to 
be put to death, withtout trial and without sentence, by 
thy soldiers? 

Pilate. Bring water. 

Caiaphasi. The people will not move from here until thou 

hast pronounced sentence upon this enemy of Caesar's. 

People. Yes! we will not move from this place till the 
sentence is pronounced. 

Pilate. I am compelled by your violence to yield to your 
desire. Take faim and crudfy him. But see! 1 wash 
my hands. I am Innocent of the blood of this just man. 
It wiU rest upon youj 

Priests and peopje. We take it upon us. His blood 
be upon us and upoi^ our children! 

PiUten Ljet B^rabbas be set free by the demand of the 
people. Take him outside the dty-gates, that he may 
never set his foot on this land again. 

Chief Lictor. Take him and follow me. 

Priests and people. Now hast thou judged aright. 
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Pilate. 1 have only yielded to your violent demands 
in order to avoid a greater evil, but I have no share! 
in this blood-giiilt. Leit it be as I tiave cried aloud: it 
falls upon you, and upon your children! 

PriiestjB and people. Oood! Let it fall upon us and 
upon our children! 

Annas. We and our children will mark tliis day, and 
with thankful joy speak the name of Pontius Pilate. 

People. Long live our Governor! Long live Pontius 
Pilate! 

Piliate. Bring forth the two murderers from the prison. 
The chief Lictor shall deliver them over to the armed 

men They have merited death — much more 

than the accused. 

Chijef Lictor. Will you go on, you wretches. 

Tyro soldiers. Have ye no^ well deserved it? 

Chiief LItctor. Drive them on, the scum of mankind! 

Rabbi. Ha! That is fit company for the lying Messiah 
on his last journey. 

Pilate. Of you and your crimes will the earth soon 
be rid. You shall die upon the cross. The death-sentence 
will now be read. 

Aurelius, the scribe. I, Pontius Pilate viceroy of the 
mighty Claudius Tiberius Caesar, in Judea, at the desire 
of the High Priests, the Sanhedrim, and the whole Jewish 
people pronounce the sentence of death upon a certain 
Jesus of Nazareth, who is accused of having incited 
the people to revolt and forbidden them to pay tribute 
to Caesar and of having! proclaime4 himself Kuig of the 
jews. The same shall be taken oiitside the city walls 
and there shall be nailed! to a cross, between two male* 
factors, who have been also condemned to death for many 
robberies and murders; and be brought from life to 
death. Given at Jerusalem on the evening before the 
Passover, 

Pilate. Now take him and crucify him. 
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C a i a p h a s. Triumph! The victory is ours! The enemy of 
the Synagogue is destroyed I 

Rr tests and people. Away with Mm to Oolgothal 

People. Long live the Sanhedrim I 

Priests and Pharisee,s. Long live the nation! 

Annas* Hasten, that we may return home in time to eat 
the Passover lamb. 

Priest* and Pharisees. We will hold this Passover 

with joy, as our father^ did in Egypt. 

C a lap has. Away, through the midst of Jerusalem will 
our triumphant procession go! 

Rabbi Where are his followers? We invite them to cry 
Hosannal 

People, Up and away! Away to Golgotha! Come and 
sec him die upon the? cross! Oh joyful day! The enemy 
of Mosts is thrown down! Now he receives his reward! 
So wiU it be with all, who despise the law! He deserves 
the death on the cross! Happiest Passover! Now is joy 
returned to Israel! it is» finished with the Galilean I 
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Part III 

fFnm tbe ooademBatloa tliroagli Pllste to Uit glorious 

of ilie Lord. 

XV. Act. 

The way to the Cross. 
PROLOGUE. 

m 

The sentence of death, wrung from Pilate, is spoken. 

Forth on His way to the place of the skulls 

Jesus is staggering now, laden-down with the 
Weight of tlie Cross. 

Isaac once carried upon his own shoulders, 

Wood for the sacrifice up to the mountain-top. 
There himself as sacrifice to be offered, by the 
WiU of Jehovah. 

The weight of the cross Jesus bears without murmur. 
Thereon to sacrifice His sacred body. 
Soon will it be a source of rich blessing 
This tree of Life. 

Even as the serpent by Moses uphfted 
There in the desert, brought healing when looked-to. 
So salvation and blessing and comfort now oome from 
The tree of the Crosts. 

First Tableau: 
Isaac bearing the wood up Mount Moriali. 
Chorus: 

Worship now, and render thanksl 
He, who dranlc the cup of pain, 
To the cross of death now goes, 
Hecondles the worki with Ood. 
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Second Tableau: 
The Biazea Serpent 

Chorus: 

E'en as the wood for sacrifice 
Isaac himself to Moriah bore. 
With His Cross laden, Jesus faints. 
Yet bearf^ it on to Golgotha. 
Worship now, and render thanks 6tc. 

(at above;) 

Pierced by nails on high is bound 
On the Cross the Son of Man. 
Here in Moses' serpent see 
Early symbol of the Cross. 
Worship* now, and render thanks &c. 

(as above.) 

Christ bearing his cress is led to Qolgatha, and met by His Mother. 
Simoa of Cyrene is chosen to bear the cross. The women of Jeru- 
salem weep for Jeiiii. 

L Scene. 

Mary. Oh beloved disciplel where has my Jesus gone, 
since you last saw him In the house of CaiaphasI 

John. If the priesthood could have their own way, then 
would He be already numbered with the dead. But they 
cannot carry-out a sentence without the consent of the 
Governor. And Pilate, I hope, will not sentence Him, for 
He has done nothing wrong; on the contrary. He has 
done only good. 

Magdalena. Oh! may the Lord incline the heart of the 
Qoveraor to justice, that he may protect the innocent 
agfaimt the wiles of tiie wicked. 

Mary. Oh friends, where shall we go, that I may see my 
Son again? 1 must see Him! But where can I find Him? 
Perhaps He languishes in deepest dungeon 1 

Kleopha. Ahi The beloved Teacher in prison! 

Joseph. There is no one to be seen, of whom we might 
inquire. 1 know not what it means; it is^ all so deserted 
here I 
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J o h n. The best thing would be to go to Nicodemus. 
There we shall more surely learn what has happened to 
the beloved Master. 

Mary* Yes, let us go there. Eveiy moment of this uncer- 
tainty hicreases my anxiety about the fate of my Son. 

John. Come, dear Mother, be strong in faith. Whatever 
happens, it is God's will. 

People. On, on with hiral 

Joseph. What is it? This dreadful noise? 

Salome. A 'thousand voices! What can it be* 

II. Scene. 

People.. He dies^ and whoever holds with bbn, down 

with him. 

A grip pa. Is the burden too heavy for thee now? 
People. Drive him with violence that we may get on 

to Calvary. 
Faustus. Halt He will be downl 
Joseph. What are we to da In this dreadful conunotioo 

we cannot go further into the city. 
Salome. I tremble with fear! 

Mary. What can this noise mean? Suiely It cannot 

concern my Son? 
Joseph. It seems u If a riot has broken ont 
John. Wt will remahi quiet here until this storm has 

blown over. 

III. Scene. 

Simon. I must now hasten, if I wUi to get hilo tlM city; 
the eve of the great feast advances. I have but little time 

in which to buy all that ia needful and return home in time. 

Priests and People. Do not let him rest. On, dxive 
him with i>lowsl 

Simon. I bear 9 giteaf notse, a great cryl What can 
have happened In the dty? I must listen, peibaps my 
ears have deceived me. 
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a 1 1 1 i n a. Thy staggering does thee no good, thou must 
on to Oolgatha. 

Ahasverus. Away from my house. Here is no place 
for thee to rest I 

People. Out on Calvary he can rest enoughl 

Kleopha. Ah! The wild outcry coming nearer and 
nearer! 

Simon. The noise grows louder. I will hasten my pace 
and see what it is. Who comes there? 1 cannot enter. 
1 will wait and see what it is. 

IV* Scene. 

Joseph. I think the crowd is coming out of the dty-gates! 

John. It appears that some one is being lead to Calvaiy, 
to execution. 

Mary. It is He! Ah, God! It is my Son! It is my Jesus! 

John, Magdalene and Salome. Mother, beloved 
Mother. 

Lictor. He will be left on the road. 

Captain. Here, strengthen thyself! 

Mary. Ah! So I s^e Thee, led to death, even as a male- 
factor between malefactors! 

John. Mother! It is the liour toM us of! It is iht 
Father's will. 

Captain. Thou wilt not drink? Then drive him on. 
Nero. Move! King of the Jews. 
Faust us. Away* Collect all thy strength! 
Catilina. Do not pretend to be so weak. Thou must 

go on! I 
Mary. Ah! Where is sorrow like unto my sorrow! 
Catilina. He is too feeble. Some one must help, or else. 
Rabbi. Here is this stranger. 
Pharisees. Only seize Mm! 

Captain. Comt here, thou hast broad shoulders, that can 

carry something. 
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Simon, i — no — 1 must — 
Nero. Yd thou must — or blows! 

Simon. I do not know — 

Captain. Thou wilt know; soon enough^ no refusal. 
Faustus. Or tiiou wilt feel my arm! 

Pharisees. Strike him, if he will not go! 

Simon. I am innocent. 1 have committed no offence i 

C a pi a in. Silence! 

Simon. But not with violence. What do I see! It is the 
holy Man of Nazareth! 

Faust us. Thy shoulder here! 

Simon. For love of Thee will i carry it. Ah! would that 
through doing it I might make myself useful to Thee! 

Christ. God bless thee and thine! 

Captain. Now, forward! Thou iollowest with the beam 
of the cross! 

Agrippa. Now thou canst go fleet — footed enough! 

Catilina. Sec how we are waiting on theel Even the 
cross has been taken from thee! 

Faust us. £)ost thou need anything further? 

Captain. Let him be. We wtU halt a little while, so 
that he may recover before ascending the hill. ' 

Caiaphas. Still another halt! When shall we come to 
Calvary? 

Veronica. O Lord! How Thy face is: covered with 
blood and sweat! Wilt Thou not wipe it. 

Christ. Compassionate soul! The Father will reward 
thee. 

Seophora. Thou dearest Teacher! 

Rebeccah. Ah! my never lo>be-foigotten benefactor! 

Susanne. Noblest friend! Is it thus that Thou art re* 
warded! 

Judith. Is it possible? Such ingratitude! Ah! how I pity 
Thee! 
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EC h r i 5 t. Daughters of Jcrusnlem, weep not for me. but 
¥■ for yourselves and your children. For behold the days 
are coming 'When they shall say ,,BIessed are the barren - 
and the wombs that never bare, and the paps that never 
gave suck. They shall cty to the mountains: ''fall on us" 
and to the hills ''cover ub?\ For If they do this in the 
green tree what shall be done in the dry?" 

KacheL What will become of us and our children! 

Judith. Woe to us, Ohl fearful future 1 Woe to Israeli 

Captain. Away with thesie women. It i^ time (or us 

to go on. 

Catilina. What use are woman's tears! Get back! 

Faustus and Nero. So, on with thee, to the bill of 
death! 

People. Quick on to Calvary! 
Rabbi. Are we really going on again at last? 
Nathauael? The Captain is much too constd«rate. 
Priests. Do not be so careful for him! 

V* Scene. 

Servant. HaH! — By order of the Governor, the 

Captain shall immediately appear before him, and await 
further orders. 

(3aiaphas. What does this mean! What further orders 
are required? 

The death-sentence has been spoken, and must be car- 
ried out without loss of time I 

Captain. No, this will not be carried out until I have 
received instructions from my lord. 

In the mean while, keep the needful watch, and go with 
the condemned to Golgotha. 

Then dismiss this man and await my return. Accor- 
ding to the orders that 1 receive will every thing be 
carried out 

People. On, on to Oolgotha! To the cross with him! 
To the cross! He dies on the cross! Hail Israel! The 
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enemy is overthrown! His death is our safety! We are 
freed 1 Long live, long live the Synagogue! 
Seophora. What unearthly cries! 

Raches. Oh! the bUnded people! 

John. Mother, shall we not go back to Bethany*- Thou 
wilt not be able to look upon this sight 

Mary. How can a mother leave her child in the last and 
bitterest need! 

K i e o p h a. But thou may est suffer too, if they recognise 
thee as His Mother. 

JM a r y. I will suffer with Him. Scorn and disgrace I will 
diare with Him, and die With Him! 

John. If only thy strength does not give way. 

Mary. Fear nothing. I have prayed to God for strength; 
the Lord has heard me. 
Let us follow them. 

AIL Betoved Mother, we follow thee. 



Up, pious souls, arise and go 
Full of remorse, of pain, and thanks^ 
With me to Golgotha, and see 
What for your saving here befel; 
There dies the Mediator between God 
And sinners, the atoning death. 

Ah! naked, only cloth'd with wounds. 
Here lies He on the Cross for thee; 
The vengeance of the wicked gloats^ 
Malicious, iv'er His nakedness. 
And He, who thee, O sinner, loves, 
Is silent, suffers, and forgives. 




Chonis appears cloUied in black. 



PROLOGUE. 



(Melodrama.) 
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I hear His limbs already cracky 
Aa they from out thdr joints are dragged; 
Whose heart doth it not cause to quake 
When he the hammer's stroke doth hear^ 

Whose ringing blows^ through hands and 

feet, 

Alas! the cruel nails must drive? 

Up, pious souls, draw near the Lamb 
Who freely gives Himself for you. 
Behold Him on the Cross of doom. 
See how He hangs 'twixt murderers. 

He, Son of God, His life-blood gives. 
And ye no tears give back to Him? 

Himself His murderers to forgive. 
We hear Him to the Father pray; 
And sloon, O soon. He ends His lif^i 
That we eternal death may 'scape t 

His side a spear doth pierce full sore. 
And opes to us His heart still more. 

Solo and Chorus: 

Oh! who can this high love conceive 
Which loveth even unto death. 
Not hating e^en the murderous hand, 
Still blesdng, pardons them? 

O bring to this great Ijove 
Your irious hearts emotfam. 
Upon the AUar of the Crass 
As a great offering there. 

Christ l8 nailed upon the cross. He Is nocked. His last words and 
deaOL The descent from the cross. The precaution of the Jtws ia 
placing a guard. The burial of the body ol Jesus. 

!• Scene* 

Calvary* 

i-ictora. We have done with these. Now we must raise 
the King of the Jews upon his throne. 

P h a r i s e e s. Not Kingl Maiefactorl Blaspbemerl 
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Captain. But ffist by order of the Oovemor^ this inscrip- 
tion must be affixed to the cross. Fausius^ see how 
lucky you are! Nail tiiist shield above there, on the cross. 

Faustus. An escutcheon! Ha, ha! This looks truly royal. 

Captain. Lay hold now and lift-up the cross. 

Catilina. Up! wvth all your strength! 

Nero. Good, now the cross stands fast! 

4 

Captain. The painful act i» done. 

Caiaphas. And admirably done. Thanks and applause 
from us all! 

Pharisees. Thanksi and applause from us all! 

C a i a p h a s. This day will be a festival for ever! 

Pharisees. Yes truly it will be a joyful festival for ever. 

Annas. Now I will go gladly to be gathered unto my fa- 
thers, for I have had the joy of seeing this malefactor 
upon the cross. What will the inscription? Does it not 
say ^^King*'? 

Rabbi. Yes, that is modceiy! an Insult to the Sanhedrim 
and the people! 

Caiaphas. What is written there? 

Amon. The Rabbi is right. The Council cannot let this 
so remain* 

Rabbi. It says: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. 

C a i a p h a s. Truly is th^ honour of the nation attacked. 

Pharisees. Thistjitle must be taken off. Down with it^ 
tear It down! 

C a i a p h a s. We dare not lay hands on it ourselves. But 

Rabbi and Saras go quickly to the Governor, and demand, 
in the mam'eof the' High Council and the assembled people 
that th^ I inscription be changed. He must write that he 
himself said: ''1 am the King of the Jews/' 

Rabbi and SarasL We will hasten there immediately. 

Caiaphas. Then request also that the bones of tiie cru- 
cified be broken before evening, and their bodies be taken 

down from the cross. 
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Catiiina. Now, comrades, let us divick our heritage. 
See^ his mantle divides into four parts. But his robe is 
without seam. Shall we divide it also? 

Fan St us. No, It is better to cast lots foit it 

Agrippa. Here are dice, I will try my luck first. Too 
low! I have lost. 

Catiiina. Hello, up there! If thou, tipon the cross, canst 
work wonders, then give me good ludc» 

The rest of the Lictors. What knows he of ns? 

Nero. I ought to have good Ittck* Fifteen! Almost enoiugh 
But you try now, Faustus. 

Faustusl 1 must have it. 

Catiiina. Eighteen. That is the highest. 

Agrippa. It is thine — take it. 

Ne ro. Thou art not to be envied. 

Rabbi. Our mission was in vain. 

Saras. He would not hear us. 

Caaaphas. Did he gtve you no answer? 

Rabbi. Only this: What I have written^ I have written. 

Annas. Unbearable ! 

CaiaphasL What answer did he give about the breaking 
of bones? 

Rabbi. Concerning this he said ttie Captain woidd receive 

orders. 

Josue. So it will remain written there: King vou the Jews. 
Helk), there, If thou art King of Israel, come down from 
the cros^ that we may see and believe! 

Ellezar. Thou, ^ thou that destroyest the temple of 
Ood, and buildest it up again in three days, save thyself I 

Caiaphas. Ha! He saved others, himself he cannot save! 

Nun. Come down, thou art the Son of Godi — Thou hast 
said it thyself! 

Annas. He has trusted in Ood. He would save him now. 

If He wane well pleased with Urn! 
Nero. How! Dost thou not hear? 

9 
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Cat i Una and Agrippa. Show thy power, thou jg^reat 
Jewish Kingf. 

Christ. Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they dol 

Miltt9 (left tUeQ. Hearest flioii? If thou art tfie Oirfel, 
save thyself and us. 

Thethiefontheright, Disinias. Dost thou not fear 
God? thou who art condemned to the same penalty. We 
indeed suffer justly^ for we receive the reward for our 
evil deeds. But this man has done nothing amiss. Lord re- 
member mc, when Thou comest anto Thy kingdom! 

Christ Verily, I say imto flie^ to-day Hkmi sfaalt be 
with me in Paradise. 

C a i a p h a s. He assumes command over the gates of Para- 
dise! 

RabbJ* Is his arroganoB not yet gone from him, even when 
lie hangs helpless upon ttie cross? ; 

Christ. Woman, behold thy son. — Son, beholdthy Mother! 

Mary. So thinkest Thou, dying; of Thy mother! 

John. Thy last wish, will be sacred to me — tton, my 
JMother — I thy sont 

Christ I thirst. 

Captain. He suffers from thirst, and calls for diuilu 
Fausus; I will hand it to him at onoe. 

C a t i 1 i n a. He shall have it. 

Faustus. Here! Drinkl 

Christ £k>il Eteil Uma Sabacfathanil 

Pharisees and people. Hear! He calls upon EliasI 

Caiaphas. We will see if Elias comes to deUver himi 

Christ It is finished! 

Father, into Thy hands I commend my s)>irit 
E n a m What is that? The earOi trembleel 

Hebron. A fearful earthquake! 

Achiras. Do you hear the noise of the falling rocks? 
Woe to usl 




^ J . by Google 
I 



— 131 — 



Captain. Truly this was aj just man ! 

Soldiers. Qod himself gives witness to him through this 
convulsion of nature. 

Captain. This patience in the greatest isulfering, this noble 
peace, this loud ciy to Heaven the moment liefore his 
death — that told of something higher — Verily He is 
tlie Son of Qod! 

G a d d i. Come neighbors. I W|iU stay no longer m this fear* 
ful place. 

Helen. Yes^ let us go. Qod be merciful unto us! 

Several. Lord, Almighty! We have sinned, deliver us! 

Zorobabel. High Priest, and a^embled council i In the 
Holy place a terrible thing has happened. Ah! 1 tremble 
yet, in every limbl 

Caiaphas. What is it? Not the temple? 

Annas. Has it fallen ? 

Zorobabel. Not that. But — the veil of the Holy of 
Holies is rent in twain. I hurried with trembling feet, to 
notify you, though I thought each moment that the 
earth wold open with this terrible earthquake. 

Priests and Pharisees. Horrible! Horrible! 

Caiaphas. This has this wretch done, throiight his 
magic art.. It is well that he is out of the world; other- 
wise he would throw all the elements into disorder! 

Priests and Pharisees. Cursed be the ally of Beel- 
zebub! 

Caiaphas. Let us hasten thither and see what has hap- 
pened. But 1 will immediately return here again. For I 
cannot rest until I have seen that his bones are bioken, 
and his body thrown into the pit of the malefactors. 

11. Scene. 

Nicod<emus. Shall then the sacred Body of the Christ 
suffer such dishonour, and be thrown into the grave of a 
tran^essor? Is there no way to prevent it? 

* 9r 
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Joseph. Friend, hear my resolution! I will go at once 

to Pilate and beg of him the body of Jesus. This favxwir 
he will not deny me. Then we will pay our last honours 
to the beloved Teacher. 

Nicodemus. Yes, do so, friend, i will bring spices, 
that we may embalm him! 

Captain. Do not fear, good women, come near. No 
harm will to be done to you. 

M a g d a 1 e n a. Oh ! my beloved Teacher, my heart hangs 
with Thee upon the crossl 

Servant of Pilate. By the command of my lord, the 
Governor, shall the limbs of the crucified be broken, and 
their bodies taken-down. Before the eve of the great feast 

all must bq finished. - 

Captain. It shall be done at once. Men, get-up and 

break the legs of those two first. 
Catllina. Let us: qukkly end this heart-breaking business. 
Faust us. Strike hard, that he die! 
Catilina. This one will not wake again! 
N ero. The other I will soon put out of thel woridl 

Mary. Ah! Jesus, they will not treat Thy sacred body so! 

Nero. Movest thou no more? No — he has his reward. 

Magdalena. Ah! Spare Him, Spare Him! 

Catilina. He already dead; it is not necessary to 
break his bones. 

Faustus. To be sure of his death 1 will open his heart 
with my lance. 

Women. Ah! 

' Magdalena. Ah! beloved Mother. This thrust has 
pierced through thine own heart also! 

Captain. Now take down the bodies from the crosses. 

A g r i p p a. Whither shall we take them? 

Captain. As the law ordains, into the grave of the trans- 
gressors. 

Mary. What a word! it wounds my heart anew! 
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Nero. Laddenr here! These will soon be taken away. 

M a g d a 1 e n a. Ah ! May we not pay the last honours to 

our Friend? 

Captain. Unfortunately it is not in my power to grant 
your request. 

Faust us. Only elimb up. I will hold it. 

C a t i 1 i n a. And I will look after the other. 

III. Scene. 

Caiaphas. It will be a still greater satisfaction^ to see 
the body of this wretch thrown into the malefactors pit, 
now that we have seen with our own eyes the desolation 
which he has caused in the temple. 

Annas. It would delight my eyes to see his body torn 
by wild beasts. 

Caiaphas. Ah I They are already being taken-down. 
Our desire will soon be gratified. 

Servant of Pilate. The Governor has sent me, to ask 
you if Jesus of Nazareth is really dead> as this man 
has reported to him. 

Captain. It is true. Look for yourself. For greater 
certainty a spear was thrust Into his heart. 

Servant. Then, I am instructed to inform thee, that the 
Governor has presented the body to this man, Joseph of 
Arimathea. 

Women. Ah! consoling news! 

Rabbi. The traitor to the Synagogue! He has defeated 

us again! 

Annas. And spoiled our triumph ! 

Caiaphas. We will not permit that he be placed else- 
where than In the pit of the tran^ressors. 

Captain. As the body is given to this man it is an 
. understood thing that he can bury it how and where 

he chooses. That cannot be disputed. Men, our duty 

is done. We will return. 
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Annas. Now that the body is in the hands of his friends, 
we must be on our guard. For this deceiver said during 
his life time, that after three days he would rise again. 

RabbL How easfly can the people prepare new decep* 
tiona and new difficulties for us. His disdpks cmn 
secretly -carry him away by night and say: He is risen. 

Caiphas. Then were the last error worse than the first. 
Let lis go at once to Pilate and send a guard to keep 
watch until the third day. 

IV* Scene. 

Magdalen a. Are they gone at last, these angry men? 
Take comfort, beloved Mother. See, now we are alone 
with our friends. The moclcery and reviling are silenced; 
and the holy evening-stillness surrounds us. Be com- 
forted I 

Mary. O my friendsl VThat my Jesus suffered has His 
Mother's heart shared with Hun. Now it is finished. 
He has gone unto the rest of the Faflier. 

Heavenly rest and comfort have also entered into my 
heart! 

Magdalen a. Yes, Mother, remember the words that He 
spolce to thee as He departed from Bethany. Thou 
shouldst share His death-struggle with Htm, and also 
His victory. 

Mary. That is my hope, my comfort. 

Magdalen a. Truly. He is not separated from us forever. 
We shall see Him again. He has promised it to us; His 
word is truth. ^ 

Salome. And we have still with us this. His sacred Body, 
to soothe the pains of parting. 

John. God be thanked, that the sacred Body has not been 
taken-away from us, was not given over to contempt and 
dishonour. 

Kleoph a. See, rsoon they will bring down to us the mor- 
tal remains of the glorified Friend. 
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Mary. Noble men, bring to me 8oon» the body of my 
beloved Child. 

Salome. Come fiiencis, let us arrange this iinen to re- 
ceive His body. ' 

Magdalena. Mother^ wilt thou rest a little while upon 
thia aeat until we arrange a place for Him, at thy feet 

Joseph. O sweet, sacred burden, come upon my shoulders. 

Nicodemus. Come, sacred Body of my beloved Friend ! 
Let me fold Thee in my arms. Ah! how the mad fury of 
Thy enemies has torn Thy flesh! 

John. Once again the beloved Son rests in His loved 

Mother's arms. 

Mary. O my Son, how Thy body is covered with wounds! 

John. Mother, from these wounds flow blessing and 
salvation for mankind. 

Mary. Ah, once at Bethany. — Now on Calvary! — So 
that was the way that the Father traced for Thee. 

Magdalen a. See, Mother, the peace of Heaven rests 
upon His still, white face. 

NIcodiemiis. Let us anoint Ham, and wrap Him in this 

new clean linen-cloth. 

Joseph. He shall be laid in the new tomb, tiiat 1 have 
had hewn out of the rock in my garden. 

Salome. Dear Master, one more tears of love upon 

Thy lifeless body. 

Magdalena. Ah! let me again kiss the hand that so 
often blessed me. 

Kleopha. Ah! will this hand ne^er bless us again? Will 
this mouth, that has made known to US words( of salva- 
tion, ne'er speak again? 

John. He will keep His word. We shall see Him again, 
the loving, heavenly Friend. 

Joseph. I am blessed indeed, that I have been found 
worthy to lay in its place of rest, the sacred Body of 
Him sent from Cjod. 
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John. Let tis follow to the place where the Beloved of 

our hearts will rest. 
Mary. The last service that I can render to my jesus. 
Joseph. Now come, friend, to weep o'er His death. 
Nicodemus. Ah! this man, filled with inspiration and 

truth. How has He deserved such a fate? 



XVII. Act. 

The Resurrection. 

PROLOOUE. 

Peace and Joy are ours, for: It is accomplished! 
Freedom His conflict, and life His death, givts us! 

Oh! the heart of the redeemed 

Glows with love and with gratitude! 

Lowered into the tomb, resteth now the Holy one. 
But only for brief repose, for the Anointed will not 

Be touched by decay, 

But will rise again in newness of life. 

Then with mi^ht will the Lord rend the tomb's portal. 
From out the gloom of the night, i:>eaming with rad ance« 

To His enemies confusion, 

Ascend up into His glory eternal. 

Burial Song. 
Softly rest now, sacred body 
In the stillness of the grave. | 
Rest In Peace frotn pain and labour 
Softly rest within earth's bosom 
im Thou Aalt be glorified. 
Never shall Thy Holy Body 
To corruption be a prey. 
Christian! low in veneration 
Bow your head upon your staff; 
By His ^rave now take your station. 
Who for gifts of consecratioo. 
But a simple heait demands^ 

I 
i 
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Jem .rites. The watchers at the tomb. 

I. Scene. 

C a j u s» Brothers, is not the night nearly over? 

Titus. Nearly. The red glow of morning climbs already 
into the heavens. A splendid spring-day smiks upon us. 

Ruf us. Woe! The earth is opening! 

Tit vs. Away from the rock! It is tottering! It is fallingi 

Pedius. Immortal gods! What do I see! 

Titus. I am going bhnd! 1 am struck with fire from 
lieaven! 

Cajus. Brothers. What has happened to us! 

Titus. The apparition has gone. Take courage, brothers! 
We have nothing to fear, for we have done nothing evil. 

Pedius. I saw a fom in the grave as of a Man; but 
His face as lightning, and His garments where whiter 
than snow. 

Cajus. I also saw this form. Some higher Power has 
done this. 

Titus. See the garden-door is locked. The stone is 
roUedaway from the grave. The grave isi open. 

Ruf us. I do not see the body. 

P e d i u s. Here lie the linen-cloths in which the body was 
wrapped. He is gone from the grave. 

Tltua He must have risen, for no man entered' here. 

R u f u s. Now has been fulfilled what the Pharisees did 
not wish to believe, but still feared. 

Pedius. He has kept His word! 

Titus. Yes, He has kept His word. Let us hasten to 
the Pharisees and tell them what has happened here. 

All. That we will do. 

II. Scene. 

Magdalene. Oh, how happy am 1 to do this honour 
to the beloved Master. 
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Salome But who roll away the tock for with which 
they have dosed tiie burial-plaoe? 

Magdalene. Oh! See! The sepulchre is open. The 
rock is rolled away from the entrance. 

The AngeL Fear ye not! — Ye aeek Jesua of Nazaietb 
who was cradfied. — He ia nsei^ He ia hcie no morel 

John* Then He Ib really rbenl 

Magdalene. (Takes a step back from the grave,) 
Christ Maiyl 

Magdalene Ah! That ia His voice! — Rabbunil 

Christ. Hold me not! Not yet have I risen to my Father. 
But go then to my Brethren and say to them: I rise to 
my Father and to your Father, to my God and to 
your Oodl 

Magdalene Oh, my Master! — He has disappeared, 
I see Him no more! But 1 have seen Htanl I have 
heard His vousel He the Ood-Uce, has come bade to life 
again the merdful Friend of sinners — tiie Saviour 
of all who believe in Him ! Oh, would that 1 could send 
my voice throughout the world, that mountains and rocks, 
sky and earth would give its echo! — 

AUelujah! He is risen! 



Finale* 

PROLOOUE. 

He is risen! Sing all ye heavenly hosts! 
He Is risen! Stag all ye mortatal 
The Lion of. Judah 

The head of the seipent hath trodden down 

Our faith is established! The most blissful bopes fai 
Our hearts are awakened by flie type and the pledge of 

Onr own resunectton. 

In exultant tones then sing: HaUelujah! 
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We saw Him enter into Jerusalem 

Full of meekness to meet with deep htimiiatioii. 
Let us gaze before parting 
On Hit tfiitmphal festival of vadocyi 

Behold! He ascends to the highest gtoiy 
And full of majesty enters the new Jennalem 
When He will gather 

Those whom He ptuchaaed with His own blood. 

By this sight inspired with hope and with joy 
Return borne, oh friends! full of tenderest love for Hun 
Who unto death loves you. 
And an heaven will love you etemallyl 

There resotmdetii the song of victory everlasting: 
Praise to the Lamb Who for us was dain. 

With our Saviour luifted 

There we shall all see each odier tigtisL 



Chorus: 

Hallelujah! 

Overcome! — Overcome! 
The Hero hath conquered 
The might of the foe! 
Few hmirs only in the gloom 

Of the grave hath he slept! 
Sing to Him in holy Psalms! 
Strew before Him victory palms! 
The Lord is risen! 

Rejoice, ye Heavens! 
Sing, Earth, to the Victor! 

Hail to Hiee who hast risen! 

Hallelujah! 
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Last Tableau: 
Ascension. 



Cliorui: 

Praise Him, Conqueror of Death 
Once condemned on Golgotha! 
Praise Thee, amfdst sinners Holy, 
Who for us on Calvary died! 
Let our harps of concord sound. 
That the soul with joy may tremble; 
To the Victor crowns now bring. 
Praise to Thee, Who on the altar 
Oavest Thy blessed life for us! 
Thou hast purchased our salvation. 



After death ^ Eternal Ufe! 

Hallelujah 1 
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